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Twentieth
Sunday after Pentecost

October 11, 2026

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his Word and
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise,
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall or
the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected to the
Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please do not
hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make you feel
welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us: Pastor Gary Wong



We Come into the Presence of God

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

OPENING HYMN: 336 Come unto Me, Ye Weary
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brought us glad - ness And songs at break of day.
made us might - y  And strong - er than the strong.
ver -y sin - ners To come, dear Lord, to thee!
Text: William C. Dix, 1837-98, alt.

Tune: ANTHES (76 76 D) Friedrich K. Anthes, 1812-after 1857.
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INVOCATION

Minister: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.
But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

C: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways | have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, |
pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take
away my guilt.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you

strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.



OH, TASTE AND SEE
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Bless - ed are they who take vref - uge in  him.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Almighty God, in your bountiful goodness keep us safe from every evil of body and soul. Make us
ready, with cheerful hearts, to do whatever pleases you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be Seated



THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

Isaiah 25:6-9
50n this mountain

the Lord of Armies will prepare for all peoples

a banquet of rich food,

a banquet of aged wines,

with the best cuts of meat,
and with the finest wines.

7On this mountain

he will destroy the shroud that covers all peoples,
the burial cloth stretched over all nations.

8He has swallowed up death forever!
The Lord God will wipe away the tears from every face.

He will take away the shame of his people throughout the earth.

For the Lord has spoken.

°0On that day it will be said,

“Look, here is our God!

We waited for him, and he saved us!

Thisis the Lord!
We waited for him.

Let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation
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PSALM 84
Refrain is Sung, Psalm is Spoken Responsively
Refrain
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Letus go re-joic - ing

M: How lovely is your dwelling place,

C: O LORD Almighty!

M: My soul yearns, even faints,

C: for the courts of the LORD.

(Continued on Next Page)

to the house

of the Lord.




M: Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
C: they are ever praising you.

Refrain

M: Better is one day in your courts
C: than a thousand elsewhere;

M: | would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
C: than dwellin the tents of the wicked.

M: O LORD Almighty,
C: blessed are they who trust in you.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain

SECOND LESSON AND SERMON TEXT

Philippians 3:12-21

2 Not that | have already obtained this or have already reached the goal, but | press on to take hold
of that for which Christ Jesus also took hold of me. ** Brothers, | do not consider myself to have taken
hold of it yet, but there is one thing | do: Forgetting the things that are behind and straining toward
the things that are ahead, **| press on toward the goal, for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ
Jesus. ¥ Therefore, let all of us who are mature continue to think this way. And if you think differently
about anything, God will reveal this to you too. ** Only let us think the same thing andwalk in line with
what we already have attained.

" Brothers, join together in imitating me and in paying attention to those who are walking according
to the pattern we gave you. ¥ To be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. | told you about
them often, and now | am saying it while weeping. **Their end is destruction, their god is their
appetite, and their glory is in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly things. 2**But our
citizenship is in heaven. We are eagerly waiting for a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 2* By the
power that enables him to subject all things to himself, he will transform our humble bodies to be like
his glorious body.



VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. I will proclaim your name to my people; in the midst of the congregation
| will praise you. Alleluia. (Hebrews 2:12)
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GOSPEL LESSON

Matthew 22:1-14

22 Jesus spoke to them again in parables. He said, 2“The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king
who prepared a wedding banquet for his son. *He sent out his servants to summon those who were
invited to the wedding banquet, but they did not want to come.

*“Then he sent out other servants and said, ‘Tell those who are invited: Look, | have prepared my
dinner. My oxen and my fattened cattle have been butchered, and everything is ready. Come to the
wedding banquet!’

*“But those who were invited paid no attention and went off, one to his own farm, another to his
business. ® The rest seized the king’s servants, mistreated them, and killed them. 7 As a result, the

king was very angry. He sent his army and killed those murderers and burned their town.

(Continued on Next Page)



8“Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding banquet is ready, but those who were invited were not
worthy. ?So go to the main crossroads and invite as many as you find to the wedding banquet.’
Those servants went out to the roads and gathered together everyone they found, both good and
bad, and the wedding hall was filled with guests. ** But when the king came in to see the guests, he
saw a man there who was not wearing wedding clothes. **He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in
here without wearing wedding clothes?’ The man was speechless. ** Then the king told the servants,
‘Tie him hand and foot and throw him into the outer darkness where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.” **For many are called, but few are chosen.”

Be Seated

HYMN OF THE DAY 376, Jesus, Your Blood and Righteousness
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6 Jesus, be worshiped endlessly!
Your boundless mercy has for me,
For me and all your hands have made,
An everlasting ransom paid.

Text: Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-60, abr.; ir. John B. Wesley, 1703-91, alt.
Tune: ST. CRISPIN (LM) George J. Elvey, 1816-93.



SERMON

Theme: Press on Toward to the Goal
Text: Philippians 3:12-21

Stand
APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
Be Seated
OFFERING

Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after
day.

C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us.

M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the
temptations of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature.

C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and
everywhere. Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.

M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe,
terrors of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep

our loved ones from whatever perils may threaten them.

C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and
comfort all who are old and infirm.

M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and
schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that
we may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being.

C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace.
Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come
with your almighty power to help and restore.

Special prayers

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer

M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take
all that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use

them to your glory.

C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight.
Amen.

10



LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

Be Seated

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong
in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving
peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN : 324, Almighty God, Your Word is Cast
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Text: John Cawood, 1775-1852, abr., alt.

Tune: DUNDEE (CM) The CL Psalms of David, Edinburgh, 1615,
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Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge

Trinity Women's Bible Study

Our women's Bible Study meets the second Saturday of the month at 9:00 am at Trinity. We are
continuing to read Take Heart: God’s Comfort for Anxious Thoughts by Lindsay Hausch. Please join us!
Questions, or need a copy of the book? Please ask Erika (erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com).

Upcoming: Chapter 11: November 14,2026

Wine and Word Bible Study - October 15th The Wine and Word Bible Study is studying the book
of Ephesians and meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 minutes
from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1%t and 3" Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who
wish can bring a bottle of wine (or other drink of choice) and a small bite appetizer. Come and join us
whether you drink wine or not! Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

@ Annual Trunk or Treat! - October 24'*, 3-4pm 8 G
We need your help to make this year’s Trunk or Treat a success! Candy donations (individually
wrapped or small packets), cookies, and other treats are welcome, and we’re looking for volunteers to
bring their cars and pass out treats. Decorating your trunk and wearing a costume are optional, but
all decorations and costumes should be family-friendly and appropriate for our church parking lot.
Come join the fun and help us welcome our community!

Voters’ Assembly Meeting - October 25", 2pm

The next quarterly voters' meeting will be October 25th at 2:00pm via Microsoft Teams. The main item
of business will be discussing and approving the 2027 Spending Plan. John Ohlendorf will send out the
link, meeting agenda, and draft Spending Plan by email prior to the meeting.

The Trinity Book Club invites you to join them at 9:30am on Saturday, Nov. 21, at Cuppi
Coffee in Dumfries to discuss Sense and Suitability by Pepper Basham. Come ready to drink good coffee
or tea and discuss a fun book!

Volunteers Needed to provide snacks for our Sunday School and Fellowship Hour! If you’re
able to bless our community with simple treats, please sign up on the sheet posted on the Sunday
School bulletin board located in the large fellowship and adult Sunday School room. Your contributions
help make our time together even more welcoming and enjoyable—thank you for supporting our
fellowship!
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Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You
are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you are available. If you would like to become part of the
regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a while when needed, please speak to Worship
Elder Steven Douglas If you have any questions or are not getting the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our
neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable
food items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed
foods that do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome,
too, of course! If the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the
Fellowship Hall beside the door to the hallway.

Small Choir Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll
sing hymns from our hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let Bev
Ohlendorf know.

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be

happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else you would like to meet. Just contact him with a
date, time, and place, and he will make it work.
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Kids in the
Civine Service
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The Lord Who Chose to Serve
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20260930/

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in humility value others above
yourselves, not looking to your own interests but each of you to the interests of the others. In your
relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature
God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he
made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even
death on a cross! Philippians 2:3-8

What a beautiful instruction! Paul tells us, “Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit. Rather, in
humility value others above yourselves” (Philippians 2:3). Can you imagine what life would be like if we
always treated one another that way? Instead of scrambling to be first, we would gladly serve others.

That sounds wonderful, but everyday life reveals our sin. In our families and with our friends, we often
want to be first. We want others to serve us, listen to us, forgive us quickly, and notice the nice things we
have done. Instead of having the mind of Christ, our sinful minds turn inward and focus on ourselves.

God’s law acts like a mirror. It shows us our pride and selfishness—not to make us despair of God’s
mercy, but to lead us to repentance. We can say honestly, “Lord, | have not loved my family as you have
loved me. | have been proud, selfish, impatient, and slow to forgive.” Repentance is not pretending our
sinis small. Itis agreeing with God that our sin is real and trusting in his mercy.

(Continued on Next Page)

Philippians 2 does not end with our failure. God’s Word lifts our eyes to Jesus. The Son of God humbled
himself for proud sinners. He became a servant for people who want to be served. He obeyed perfectly
in our place. Then he carried all our selfishness, pride, anger, and impatience to the cross.

Jesus, the Lord of all, chose to serve us by giving his life for us. The Father then raised and exalted him.
One day, every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

We do not confess our sins to convince God to be gracious. God has already shown us his grace in Christ.
Because Jesus has forgiven us, we can admit when we are wrong. We can forgive one another. We can

put aside our pride and serve someone else.

What a beautiful way to live! How can we express it in even the smallest and simplest of ways? May the
Lord who chose to serve us now give us humble, loving hearts that choose to serve others.
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Questions to Consider:

How did Jesus serve and save us?

What are some examples of humility that Jesus showed on the day he was crucified either in his

words or actions?

The mirror of God’s law shows our sin. What does God’s law show us about our pride and
selfishness?

How does forgiving someone, like a sibling or friend, place their needs before ours?

How are humility and repentance connected?

Think of a recent situation that might have gone differently if you had put another person’s
interests before your own. What could you have done?
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It is the mission of

triNnity

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word

to Woodbridge and to the world.

& WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of
the United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries
through world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS
as well as the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21
confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.
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