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May 10, 2026 
 
 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his Word and 
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise, 
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today! 
 
• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  

 
• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall 

or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected 
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please 
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make you 
feel welcome.  

 

 

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:   Pastor Clayton Welch 
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We Come into the Presence of God 
 

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 
 

OPENING HYMN:  235, Praise the Almighty: My Soul, Adore Him 
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Stand 
 

INVOCATION  
 

Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 
Holy Spirit be with you. 

 
Congregation:   And also with you. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children. 
But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess 
our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

 
C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned 

against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: 
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away 
my guilt. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you 
strength to live according to his will. 
 

C:  Amen.  
 

 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 
 

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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OH, TASTE AND SEE 

 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
           

M: Father of lights, every good and perfect gift comes from you. Inspire us to think those things that 
are true and long for those things that are good, that we may always make our petitions according 
to your gracious will; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Be seated 
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THE WORD 
 

FIRST  LESSON   
 

Acts 17:22-31 
 
22 Then Paul stood up in front of the council of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I see that you 
are very religious in every way. 23 For as I was walking around and carefully observing your objects of 
worship, I even found an altar on which had been inscribed, ‘To an unknown god.’ Now what you 
worship as unknown—this is what I am going to proclaim to you. 
 
24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live 
in temples made with hands. 25 Neither is he served by human hands, as if he needed anything, since 
he himself gives all people life and breath and everything they have. 26 From one man, he made every 
nation of mankind to live over the entire face of the earth. He determined the appointed times and the 
boundaries where they would live. 27 He did this so they would seek God and perhaps reach out for 
him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have 
our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘Indeed, we are also his offspring.’ 

 
29 “Therefore, since we are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or 
silver or stone, an image formed by human skill and planning. 30 Although God overlooked the times of 
ignorance, he is now commanding all people everywhere to repent, 31 because he has set a day on 
which he is going to judge the world in righteousness by the man he appointed. He provided proof of 
this to everyone by raising him from the dead.” 
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PSALM 33 

 
Sing joyfully to the LORD, you righteous;* 

it is fitting for the upright to praise him. 

 

For the Word of the LORD is right and true;* 

he is faithful in all he does. 

 

By the word of the LORD were the heavens made,* 

their starry host by the breath of his mouth. 

 

For he spoke, and it came to be;* 

he commanded, and it stood firm. 

 

Refrain 

 

The LORD foils the plans of the nations;* 

he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 

 

But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever,* 

the purposes of his heart through all generations. 

 

The LORD loves righteousness and justice;* 

the earth is full of his unfailing love. 

 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son* 

and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning,* 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Refrain 
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SECOND LESSON 
 

1 Peter 3:15-22 
 
15 But regard the Lord, the Christ,[a] as holy in your hearts.[b] Always be prepared to give an answer[c] to 
everyone who asks you to give a reason for the hope that is in you. 16 But speak with gentleness and 
respect, while maintaining a clear conscience, so that those who attack your good way of life in Christ 
may be put to shame because they slandered you as evildoers. 

  
17 Indeed, it is better, if it is God’s will, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil, 18 because Christ also 
suffered once for sins in our place, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to 
death in flesh but was made alive in spirit, 19 in which he also went and made an announcement to the 
spirits in prison. 20 These spirits disobeyed long ago, when God’s patience was waiting in the days of 
Noah while the ark was being built. In this ark a few, that is, eight souls, were saved by water. 21 And 
corresponding to that, baptism now saves you—not the removal of dirt from the body but the 
guarantee of a good conscience before God through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 22 He went to 
heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him. 
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M:   Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. If anyone loves me, he will  
obey my teaching. My Father will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him. 
Alleluia. (John 14:23)  

 

 
 

 

Stand 
 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203%3A15-22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-30427a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203%3A15-22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-30427b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Peter%203%3A15-22&version=EHV#fen-EHV-30427c
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GOSPEL LESSON  
 

John 14:15-21 
 
 15 “If you love me, hold on to my commands. 16 I will ask the Father, and he will give you another 
Counselor to be with you forever. 17 He is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive because 
it does not see him or know him. You know him because he stays with you and will be in you. 
 
18 “I will not leave you as orphans; I am coming to you. 19 In a little while the world will see me no 
longer, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 In that day you will know that I am in 
my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 The one who has my commands and holds on to them is the 
one who loves me. And the one who loves me will be loved by my Father. I too will love him and show 
myself to him.” 
 

Be Seated 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY 377, Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice (Verses 1-4) 

 

 

 

 
 

(CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE) 
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SERMON   
           

TEXT:         Acts 4:8-12 
Theme:  Real Change Happens 

 
STAND 
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 

          He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 

         He ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
BE SEATED 
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OFFERING  
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew. 
 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is 
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our 
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any gifts 
freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom. 
 

 
Stand  
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
  

M: Lord God, our maker and preserver, we praise and thank you for all that you give us day after day. 
 
C: We are not worthy of all the mercies you show us. 
 
M: You have given us your precious Word to nourish our souls and to protect us from the temptations 

of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature. 
 
C: We thank you for those who teach and preach your saving truth at this place and everywhere. 

Grant them a rich measure of patience, wisdom, and love.  
 
M: Heavenly Father, we pray that you shield us from every kind of danger: sudden catastrophe, terrors 

of crime, and the pain of disease. Watch over those who travel by land, sea, and air. Keep our loved 
ones from whatever perils may threaten them.  

 
C: Heal those who are sick, cheer those who are sad, calm those who are distressed, and comfort 

all who are old and infirm. 
 
M: Bless our land, our people, and those who hold offices of high trust. Keep our government and 

schools upright and strong for the advancement of good citizenship and useful vocations, that we 
may enjoy your gifts of peace, security, and well-being. 

 
C: Grant your blessing to every nation on earth. Where there are wars, may there be peace. 

Where there is hatred, let it be healed. Where there is poverty, danger, or disaster, come with 
your almighty power to help and restore. 

 
M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 
 
Silent prayer 
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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M: We bring these requests before you in the name of Jesus our Lord, and ask you to hear us. Take all 
that we have, our bodies and minds, our time and skills, our ministries and offerings, and use them 
to your glory. 

 
C: We give ourselves to you that we may serve you in whatever way is pleasing in your sight. 

Amen.  
 
Special prayers  
 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 

Be Seated 
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HYMN 355, Take the World, but Give Me Jesus 

 
 

 

 
M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in 

your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
C:   Amen.  
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BLESSING 
 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 
 gladness. 
 
 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 

 

Be Seated  
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CLOSING HYMN :  332, Go My Children, with My Blessing 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 

Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 
 

The Ascension of our Lord Service – This Thursday, May 14th.  Service is at 7pm.  
Pastor Henselin will be the Pastor leading us. 
 

 Vacation Bible School Registration is OPEN.  Registration is now open for this year's VBS, which will be 

held July 27-31 from 9:00-11:30 am. Come join us for Tropical Trek VBS and be guided by our Savior, Jesus who 
is the way, the truth, and the life!. We look forward to sharing God's Word, singing songs, making crafts, 
playing games, and of course, having some awesome snacks together! VBS is for kids ages 4 to those entering 
6th grade. Kids entering 7th grade and older may volunteer as helpers. Adult volunteers are needed as well! 
Please contact Erika Ohlendorf (erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com) with questions. Register your child 
here: https://vbsmate.com/events/TrinityofWoodbridge/31882  
 

 
 
Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:45am   
 

May 17, Sunday School Year End Picnic.  AKA- Sunday Sundae:  In recognition of the end of the 

Sunday School year, the congregation is invited to enjoy a picnic at church at Noon on May 17, following the 
second service.   Hamburgers and hot dogs, along with an ice cream sundae bar will be provided.  Those 
wishing to provide a side dish are encouraged to do so.   Outdoor games will be available.         
 

Youth Group Outdoor Movie Night!  The Trinity Youth Group will hold an outdoor movie night at 

church on Saturday May 16, at 7 PM. Come to enjoy David (2025), an animated musical film from Angel 
Studios that depicts his rise from shepherd to king, his battle with Goliath, and fleeing Saul. The whole family 
is invited! Bring your picnic blankets. Free popcorn will be provided. 
 

Youth Parents: This year, the WELS Youth Rally will be in Ohio, July 14-17, and registrations will open soon.  

We are partnering with Grace Lutheran Church to see if we can lower costs, but now we need to know how 
many teens (8th-12th grade) may be interested in this event so we can transmit a group pre-registration. If you 
would like your child/children to attend, have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact Hilda 
Naranjo by sending an email to arghilda@yahoo.com as soon as possible. Group Leaders must work on the 
pre-registration that opens March 9.  Thank you! 
The Trinity Book Club invites you to join them on May 23 at 9:30 am at Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries to discuss 
the Biblical fiction novel On Living Stone by Heather Kaufman. 
 

Summer Schedule begins Sunday May 25: 

about:blank
about:blank
mailto:erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com
https://vbsmate.com/events/TrinityofWoodbridge/31882
mailto:arghilda@yahoo.com
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Our summer schedule begins with just 1 Sunday worship service at 9:30am.  Note that in previous years we 
had service at 10am, however this summer we’ve moved to 9:30am so we can accommodate Pastor Satorius 
on some Sundays this summer.  We’ll resume our 2 service schedule after Labor Day.  
 

Wine and Word Bible Study – May 21st  
The Wine and Word Bible Study is studying the book of EXODUS and meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn 
Knox. Their home is located just 5 minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd 
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who wish can bring a bottle of wine (or other drink of choice) and a small 
bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or 
dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP. 
 

Volunteers Needed to provide snacks for our Sunday School and Fellowship Hour!  
If you’re able to bless our community with simple treats, please sign up on the sheet posted on the Sunday 
School bulletin board located in the large fellowship and adult Sunday School room. Your contributions help 
make our time together even more welcoming and enjoyable—thank you for supporting our fellowship! 
 

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Steven Douglas   If you have any questions or are not 
getting the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org.  You can also scan this 
code to sign up: 

  
 

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our 

neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food 
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that 
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If 
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door 
to the hallway. 
 

Small Choir 
Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our 
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let Bev Ohlendorf know. 
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else 
you would like to meet. Just contact him with a date, time, and place, and he will make it work. 
  

mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
mailto:worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org
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The Best Neighborhood Ever  
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20260427/ 
 
 
They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and 
to prayer. All the believers were together and had everything in common. They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. Every day they continued to meet together in the 
temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, 
praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. Acts 2:42-47 (selected verses) 
 
Have you ever wished you lived in the perfect neighborhood? One where everyone is kind . . . everyone 
shares . . . and nobody argues? For as long as history has been recorded, people have lived in groups. God 
made us to be with other people—not all by ourselves! It is nice to have neighbors. When you have 
neighbors, you have people to talk to, spend time with, and get to know. You have someone to watch out 
for, and you hope they’ll watch out for you too. 
 
But . . . does that always happen? 
 
Sometimes neighbors don’t like each other. Our sinful nature gets the best of us and instead of being kind 
and helpful, we can make other people feel left out and disliked. Sometimes people don’t share. 
Sometimes they argue. Sometimes they say unkind things. As great as a neighborhood sounds, it isn’t 
always perfect because of the sinful people within. 
 
In our reading for today, we hear about a group of believers who live and work together—and it sounds 
wonderful! It says they “were together and had everything in common.” That means they shared meals in 
their home and worshiped together. They enjoyed time together. Wow! Wouldn’t that be a fun group to be 
a part of? What do they know that we don’t? How did they figure it out? 
 
Turns out, we can have what they had. We have all we need in the words of our Good Shepherd. When we 
listen to the words of Jesus Christ in God’s Word, we hear his teachings. Our Good Shepherd teaches us 
how to live in harmony, and he gives us something in common with all believers of all time. 
 
That “something in common” is Jesus! When we live and work and pray with other people who put God 
first, we can spread his Word to even more people. One day in heaven, we will live in a perfect 
community—one with no sadness or sin, where we will all glorify God without end. No fighting. No hurt 
feelings. No sin. Just joy . . . forever. Together! 
 

  

https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20260427/
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Questions to Consider: 
 

• Do you know any of your neighbors? Name as many as you can. 
• What is one way for you to be a good neighbor? 
• Can you think of a time when people from your church helped someone? What did they do? 
• Do you have any friends or neighbors that also believe in God? Who are they and what do you like 

doing together? 
• Even if no one near you goes to your church, how can you still help others for Jesus? 
• The believers in this reading probably did not agree on everything. What does it mean that they 

“were together and had everything in common”? What did they share together? Believe together? 
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It is the mission of 
 

 
 

to glorify God 
 

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 
 

to Woodbridge and to the world. 
 
 

 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the 
United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through 
world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as 
the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran 
church bodies throughout the world. 


