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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice

Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, God
teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 Corinthians
11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing together (1
Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune at Trinity.

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s Word,
and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please speak to
Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice.

triNity

LUTHERAN
CHURCH



ﬁw %J[M%/m%

April 26, 2026

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word and
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise,
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e |f you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall
or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make
you feel welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:
Pastor: Pastor Steve Blumer
Pastor Steve has served at Risen Savior Lutheran Church in Orlando FL, starting that congregation as a new

mission in 1998. He semi-retired in 2025. He and his wife Bonnie will continue to live in Orlando, as he helps
with various vacancies. We are blessed to be with you for three weeks!



WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD

MusIicAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

OPENING HYMN: 375, The King of Love My Shepherd Is
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6 And so through all the length of days
Your goodness fails me never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise
Within your house forever!
Text: Henry W. Baker, 1821-77, alt.
Tune: ST. CoLuMBA (87 87 lambic) Irish melody, c. 18th century, alt.
INVOCATION
Minister: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship

of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.



CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

C:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions.  have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LORD OF MERCY

KYRIE

M:

C:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our
prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage

to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

Christ, have mercy.

: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your

tender care:

Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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(Continued on Next Page)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead us now
to the still waters of your life---giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house forevermore;
for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

The Word

FIRST LESSON
Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

In those days, as the number of disciples was increasing, a complaint arose from the Greek-speaking
Jews against the Hebrew-speaking Jews, because their widows were being overlooked in the daily
distribution of food.

2So the Twelve called together the whole group of disciples and said, “It is not right for us to neglect
the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers, carefully select from among you seven men with
good reputations, who are full of the Holylal Spirit and wisdom. We will put them in charge of this
service. 4 But we will devote ourselves to prayer and the ministry of the word.”

5 This proposal pleased the entire group. They chose Stephen, a man full of faith and the Holy Spirit,
also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicholas, a proselyte from Antioch.

6 They had these men stand before the apostles, who prayed and laid their hands on them.

7The word of God kept on spreading, and the number of disciples in Jerusalem increased greatly. Also
a large group of priests became obedient to the faith.

8 Now Stephen, full of grace and power, was doing great wonders and miraculous signs among the
people.?Some men who were from what is called the Synagogue of the Freedmen (Cyrenians,
Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia and Asia) rose up and disputed with Stephen...

(Continued on Next Page)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts%206%3A1-9%3B%207%3A2a%2C%2051-60&version=EHV#fen-EHV-27097a

- 2Stephen said, “Gentlemen, brothers and fathers, listen! The God of glory appeared to our father
Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran. ...

-~ “You stiff-necked people, with uncircumcised hearts and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit! You
are doing just what your fathers did. 52 Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? They
killed those who prophesied the coming of the Righteous One, and now you have become his betrayers
and murderers— 53 you who received the law as transmitted by angels, but did not keep it.”

54 When they heard these things, they were furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit,
gazed up into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 He said, “Look, I see heaven
opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”

57 But they screamed at the top of their voices, covered their ears, and rushed at him with one purpose in mind. 58 They
threw him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid their cloaks at the feet of a young man named Saul.

59 While they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit!” 6 Then he fell to his knees and cried out
in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” After he said this, he fell asleep.

HYMN 360, The Lord is My Shepherd: I'll Not Want

A version of Psalm 23
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Text:  The Psaims of David in Meeter, Edinburgh, 1650.
Tune: BELMONT (CM) William Gardiner, 1770-1853, adapt.



Second Lesson AND SERMON TEXT:

1 Peter 2:19-25

For this is favorable. if a person endures sorrows while suffering unjustly because he is conscious of
God. 20 For what credit is it to you if you receive a beating for sinning and patiently endure it? But if
you suffer for doing good and endure it, this is favorable with God.

21Indeed, you were called to do this, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example so
that you would follow in his steps. 22 He did not commit a sin, and no deceit was found in his

mouth. 23 When he was insulted, he did not insult in return. When he suffered, he made no threats.
Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself carried our sins in his body on
the tree so that we would be dead to sins and alive to righteousness. By his wounds you were
healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but you are now returned to the Shepherd and

Overseer of your souls.

VERSE OF THE DAY:

M: Alleluia. Alleluia. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia. [ am the good shepherd; [ know my
sheep and my sheep know me. Alleluia. (John 10:14)
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GOSPEL
John 10:1-10
M: The Gospel of St John, Chapter 10

C: Glory be to you, O Lord!

“Amen, Amen, I tell you: Anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the door, but climbs in by
some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the door is the shepherd of the
sheep. 3 The doorkeeper opens the door for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own
sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own sheep, he walks ahead of
them. The sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will never follow a stranger, but will
run away from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers.” ¢ Jesus used this illustration in
speaking to the people, but they did not understand what he was telling them.

7So Jesus said again, “Amen, Amen, I tell you: [ am the door for the sheep. 8 All who came before
melal were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. ?I am the door. Whoever enters

through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture.

10“A thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it
abundantly.

M: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2010%3A1-10&version=EHV#fen-EHV-26482a

HYMN OF THE DAY: 374, My Shepherd Will Supply My Need
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Text: lsaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Tune: RESIGNATION (CM D) A Compilation of Genuine Church Music, Winchester, VA, 1832.

SERMON

Text: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Theme: "Because Jesus Rose, We Follow the Shepherd."
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NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

OFFERING
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

11



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Gracious God and Father, we praise you for the countless blessings, which we receive from your

C:

hand: the beauties of creation and the bounties of the earth, the joy of life and the pleasure of
friendship, the good of work and the gift of rest, the privilege to share happiness and sorrow with
one another. Above all we praise and thank you for your saving Word and for your Son’s body and
blood, which you give us to eat and to drink in the sacrament. Through these means of grace, you
send the Holy Spirit into our hearts and unite us to Jesus and to the whole Christian Church on
earth.

Strengthen us through this heavenly food; increase our trust in Christ and our love for one
another.

: Great God and Lord, without your continuing help we easily waver in our faith, lose courage, and

grow careless in our watchfulness. The times and days are perilous. Give us strength to face the
evils of each day with fresh confidence. Open our lips to speak of your grace and move us to use
the gifts that you give us to share your Word of salvation with all people. Protect and prosper the
family, the school, the government, and all good institutions that you have established for the
benefit of society. Remember in mercy those who are sick and suffering and bring your healing to
troubled homes and lives.

Move us to pray for those in need and to help them with deeds of kindness.

Special prayers

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Now, eternal God and Father, keep us in the saving faith and so enable us to overcome all things

through our Lord Jesus Christ.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.
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THE SACRAMENT
M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
M: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.

M: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms and
placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have come the salvation and the
power and the kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne
and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory forever and ever.
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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Hymn: 304, Jesus Sinners Does Receive
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for all  who grieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
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that  they may live— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
these words be - lieve— Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.
my soul re - ceive—  Je - sus sin - ners does re - ceive.

6 Oh, how blest it is to know,

Were as scarlet my transgression,

It shall be as white as snow

By your blood and bitter passion,

For these words 1 do believe—
Jesus sinners does receive.

Text:

Erdmann Neumeister, 1671—1756, abr.; tr. composite.

7 Jesus sinners does receive.

Even I have been forgiven.
And when I this earth must leave,
I shall find an open heaven.
Dying, still to him I cleave —

Jesus sinners does receive.

Tune: MEINEN JESUM LASS ICH NICHT (78 78 77) Neu-verfertigtes Darmstddtisches Gesang-Buch, Darmstadt,

1699, alt.
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THANK THE LORD
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M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.
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Closing Hymn: 436, Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep
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Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com /trinityofwoodbridge
Pastor Steve Blumer 407-694-9670
spblumer@aol.com

Youth Group Outdoor Movie Night! The Trinity Youth Group will hold an outdoor movie night at
church on Saturday May 16, at 7 PM. Come to enjoy David (2025), an animated musical film from Angel
Studios that depicts his rise from shepherd to king, his battle with Goliath, and fleeing Saul. The whole family
is invited! Bring your picnic blankets. Free popcorn will be provided.

Youth Parents: This year, the WELS Youth Rally will be in Ohio, July 14-17, and registrations will open soon.
We are partnering with Grace Lutheran Church to see if we can lower costs, but now we need to know how
many teens (8™-12t" grade) may be interested in this event so we can transmit a group pre-registration. If you
would like your child/children to attend, have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact Hilda
Naranjo by sending an email to arghilda@yahoo.com as soon as possible. Group Leaders must work on the
pre-registration that opens March 9. Thank you!

The Trinity Book Club invites you to join them on May 23 at 9:30 am at Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries to
discuss the Biblical fiction novel On Living Stone by Heather Kaufman.

Save the date! Trinity's annual church-wide yard sale will be held on Saturday, May 2 this

year! Bring your donations to church on Sunday, April 26, and place them in the big classroom after Sunday
school ends at 10:45 -- and please, NO large appliances or large furniture items (unless you are willing to haul
them away again if they don't sell).

Volunteers will sort donations and get them ready to sell on Friday, May 1, from 1 to 3pm. On Saturday
morning, we need people to come at 6am to help set everything up outside, people to stay and help during
the sale, and people to come at noon to help cart off any leftovers to donate to the thrift store of their choice.

Please note that, because we don't have a full-time pastor right now, you can't just drop off donations at
random times during the week this year. Please bring them on Sunday, April 26, before noon, or else while we

are sorting items from 1 to 3pm on Friday, May 1.

All proceeds from the yard sale will go to the Sunday school's mission offering fund -- this year, they are
supporting Academia Cristo, the WELS online outreach program for Central and South America.

Contact Rachel Kovaciny if you have any questions.

Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:45am
Today and next week, Pastor Blumer will give a power point tour of Holy Week in Jerusalem!
He has hosted tours to Israel, the last one in 2020.
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Wine and Word Bible Study — May 7th

The Wine and Word Bible Study is studying the book of EXODUS and meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn
Knox. Their home is located just 5 minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 15t and 3™
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who wish can bring a bottle of wine (or other drink of choice) and a small
bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not! Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or
dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

Volunteers Needed to provide snacks for our Sunday School and Fellowship Hour!

If you’re able to bless our community with simple treats, please sign up on the sheet posted on the Sunday
School bulletin board located in the large fellowship and adult Sunday School room. Your contributions help
make our time together even more welcoming and enjoyable—thank you for supporting our fellowship!

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed

A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Steven Douglas If you have any questions or are not
getting the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org. You can also scan this

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our
neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door
to the hallway.

Small Choir

Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let Bev Ohlendorf know.

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members

If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else
you would like to meet. Just contact him at spblumer@aol.com with a date, time, and place, and he will make
it work.

19


mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
mailto:worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org
mailto:spblumer@aol.com

Kids in the
Divine Service
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Confident in Christ
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20260413/

Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the crowd: “Fellow Jews and all of you
who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; listen carefully to what I say. “Fellow Israelites, listen to
this: Jesus of Nazareth was a man accredited by God to you by miracles, wonders and signs, which God did
among you through him, as you yourselves know. This man was handed over to you by God’s deliberate
plan and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the
cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for
death to keep its hold on him. Acts 2:14,22-24

On the night before Jesus died, Jesus’ disciple Peter did a bad thing. A really sad thing. Do you remember what
he did? After Jesus was arrested and brought to trial at the high priest’s house, Peter followed along. He
wanted to see what happened to Jesus. But people recognized Peter. Three different people said, “You’re one
of Jesus’ disciples, aren’t you?” Do you remember what Peter said? He was scared. So he cried out, “No!”
Peter denied Jesus three times. Isn’t that awful?

Actually, we’ve all done that, haven’t we? Maybe there have been times at school when your classmates have
done or said something wrong, and you’ve been afraid to let them know that you believe in Jesus. Maybe you
stayed quiet when you could have said something kind. Maybe there have been times at your house when
you’ve chosen not to go to church or read a Bible story because you think you have something more
important to do. Just like Peter, it’s easy to deny Jesus. It’s easy to be quiet about Jesus. It’s easy to shake and
shiver in our faith in Jesus.

But something changed Peter. Just 50 days later, on the day of Pentecost, Peter stood up in front of thousands
of people and boldly proclaimed his faith in Jesus. He wasn’t scared anymore. Isn’t that surprising? In just 50
days, Peter went from denying Jesus before a few people to boldly proclaiming his faith in Jesus before
thousands of people.

What changed? Peter explained: “God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.” Seeing God
raise Jesus to life on Easter changed Peter’s heart and life. Jesus’ resurrection took Peter’s doubts away, and
when he received the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, Peter was ready to stand up and let everyone know that Jesus
is the Savior.

Are you? You can be confident too. Seeing how Jesus was willing to die for you and was able to rise for you is
meant to change your life. How can you be ashamed of your Savior who gave his life for you? How can you be
afraid to follow your Savior who rose from the dead? You have a Savior who has even conquered death. He
loves you! He is with you! He helps you be brave. Every day, you can be confident in Christ.
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Questions to Consider:

What bad thing did Peter do on the night that Jesus was arrested?

What good thing did Peter do on the day of Pentecost? (Was Peter talking to a few people or a lot of people?)
How did Peter go from denying Jesus to proclaiming Jesus? What changed his heart?

If you saw someone rise from the dead, how would that change your life?

Explain this statement: As you get older, it becomes easier to deny Jesus.

Give three examples of situations in your life in which you can be confident in Christ.
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It is the mission of
trinity

T

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word
to Woodbridge and to the world.

&P WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the
United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through
world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as

the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional
Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.
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