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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice

Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word,
God teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1
Corinthians 11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing
together (1 Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin
Evangelical Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference)
commune at Trinity.

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s
Word, and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please
speak to Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice.
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The Fifth
Sunday In Lent

March 22, 2026

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word
and sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our
prayers, praise, and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e Ifyou wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship
Hall or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building,
connected to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship
service. Also, please do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating
anything. We want to make you feel welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:

Pastor: Pastor Kieth Kuschel



WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD

MusicAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP
Lord, thank You for giving me life. Help me face my death with the confidence that You have given me

eternal life.

OPENING HYMN: 226, To Your Temple I Draw Near

(Verse 5: Life & Immortality)
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6 While your ministers proclaim
Peace and pardon in your name,
Through their voice, by faith, may I
Hear you speaking from the sky.

Text:  James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.

7 From your house, when I return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,

“I have walked with God today.”

Tune: GOTT SEI DANK DURCH ALLE WELT (77 77) Freylinghausen, Geist-reiches Gesang-Buch, Halle, 1704, alt.




INVOCATION
Minister:

Congregation:

In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking

him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

n ———
s —] g —
&= e 4
C: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
f
. am N E————
GRS S =
We praise you, we bless you,we wor-ship you, we glorify you,
0 |__——1I i I—
\qu IV} i L i N ]
we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
h | pum—
r. ! | | |
\qu I_:_L 1 | L8] !
God the Fa-ther al - mighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
n 1
y— |
[ £an [ N
LAV  E— [ | -
) o —

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son

of the Father,

(Continued on Next Page)

you take away the



e ——— — i —
G5 i — " — o S —————
Y ‘ -
sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the
Y | ili\‘l I [ [
3T e — ol
.j I
sin of the world; re - ceive our prayer. You sit at the right hand of
G ] [ ——— [ ——— [
y | I L g | | [ | | e | [
G R e e e e — o
) ! -
God the Father; have mercy on us. For you on-ly are holy;
fal A p—— ——
7 | Y ] [ | I— | FS— |

- ) o | ! — [
A3V Lo | L8] - e L—
LY

Fal

\” | —

y . — [ | I |
{r~? 1o ua |

ANSV Irl

are most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

ALL: Eternal God & Father,/ help us to remember Jesus,/ who obeyed Your will & bore the cross
for our salvation/ that through His anguish, pain, & death/ we may receive forgiveness of
sins & inherit eternal life; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord,/ who lives & reigns with
You & the Holy Spirit,/one God, now and forever. Amen.

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

2 Kings 4:18-37
God through His prophets displays His power over death so we can trust that He can deliver on His promises to us.

18 The child grew, and one day he went out to his father, who was with the reapers. 1° He said to his father, “My head! My
head!”

His father told a servant, “Carry him to his mother.” 20 After the servant had lifted him up and carried him to his mother,
the boy sat on her lap until noon, and then he died. 21 She went up and laid him on the bed of the man of God, then shut the

door and went out.

(Continued on Next Page)



22 She called her husband and said, “Please send me one of the servants and a donkey so I can go to the
man of God quickly and return.”

23 “Why go to him today?” he asked. “It’'s not the New Moon or the Sabbath.”
“That’s all right,” she said.

24 She saddled the donkey and said to her servant, “Lead on; don’t slow down for me unless I tell
you.” 25 So she set out and came to the man of God at Mount Carmel.

When he saw her in the distance, the man of God said to his servant Gehazi, “Look! There’s the
Shunammite! 26 Run to meet her and ask her, ‘Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is your child
all right?”

“Everything is all right,” she said.

27 When she reached the man of God at the mountain, she took hold of his feet. Gehazi came over to
push her away, but the man of God said, “Leave her alone! She is in bitter distress, but the Lord has
hidden it from me and has not told me why.”

28“Did I ask you for a son, my lord?” she said. “Didn’t I tell you, ‘Don’t raise my hopes’?”

29 Elisha said to Gehazi, “Tuck your cloak into your belt, take my staff in your hand and run. Don’t
greet anyone you meet, and if anyone greets you, do not answer. Lay my staff on the boy’s face.”

30 But the child’s mother said, “As surely as the Lord lives and as you live, | will not leave you.” So he
got up and followed her.

31 Gehazi went on ahead and laid the staff on the boy’s face, but there was no sound or response. So
Gehazi went back to meet Elisha and told him, “The boy has not awakened.”

32 When Elisha reached the house, there was the boy lying dead on his couch. 33 He went in, shut the
door on the two of them and prayed to the Lord. 34 Then he got on the bed and lay on the boy, mouth
to mouth, eyes to eyes, hands to hands. As he stretched himself out on him, the boy’s body grew
warm. 35 Elisha turned away and walked back and forth in the room and then got on the bed and
stretched out on him once more. The boy sneezed seven times and opened his eyes.

36 Elisha summoned Gehazi and said, “Call the Shunammite.” And he did. When she came, he said,
“Take your son.” 37 She came in, fell at his feet and bowed to the ground. Then she took her son and
went out.



PsALM 116 AND SERMON TEXT
The LORD has delivered us from death as punishment for sin by giving us salvation through Jesus.

Refrain
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[ love the LORD, for he heard my voice;*
he heard my cry for mercy.

Because he turned his ear to me,*
[ will call on him as long as I live.

The LORD is gracious and righteous;*
when [ was in great need, he saved me.

Refrain

For you, O LORD, have delivered my soul from death,*
my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling.

How can I repay the LORD*
for all his goodness to me?

[ will lift up the cup of salvation*
and call on the name of the LORD.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son*
and to the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning,*

is now, and will be forever. Amen.

Refrain



EPISTLE

Romans 8:11-19

Our lives as believers are closely connected with the life of Christ. Christ gives us the status of sonship
established by the Spirit & the obligation to live as is fitting for those led by the Spirit as the children of
God.

11 And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.

12 Therefore, brothers and sisters, we have an obligation—but it is not to the flesh, to live according to
it. 13 For if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the misdeeds
of the body, you will live.

14 For those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 15 The Spirit you received does not
make you slaves, so that you live in fear again; rather, the Spirit you received brought about your
adoption to sonship. And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.”16The Spirit himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God’s children. 17 Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs
with Christ, if indeed we share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory.

18] consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us. 19 For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed.

VERSE OF THE DAY: The Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life as a
ransom for many.

STAND
GOSPEL

John 11:17-27, 38-45
Jesus equips us so we might comfort those around us who have lost loved ones. We comfort them by
pointing them to Jesus who is the Resurrection and the Life.

M: The Gospel of St John, chapter 11.

C: Glory be to you, O Lord!

On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 18 Now

Bethany was less than two milesal from Jerusalem, 12 and many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to
comfort them in the loss of their brother. 20 When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out

to meet him, but Mary stayed at home.

21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22 But [ know
that even now God will give you whatever you ask.”

(Continued on Next Page)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2011%3A17-27%2C%2038-45&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26542a

23 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
24 Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.”

25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even
though they die; 26 and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?”

27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the
world.”...

...38]esus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the
entrance. 39 “Take away the stone,” he said.

“But, Lord,” said Martha, the sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odor, for he has been
there four days.”

40 Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the glory of God?”

4150 they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said, “Father, I thank you that you have
heard me. 42 knew that you always hear me, but I said this for the benefit of the people standing
here, that they may believe that you sent me.”

43 When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 44 The dead man came out,
his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face.
Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.”

45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, believed in
him.

M: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

(Continued on Next Page)



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

HyMN: 398, Lord We Confess Our Numerous Fruits

(Verse 6 dead-live)
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6 Raised from the dead, we live anew;
And, justified by grace,
We shall appear in glory, too,
And see our Father’s face.

Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748, alt.
Tune: ST. FLAVIAN (CM) The Whole Booke of Psalmes, London, 1562, alt.
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SERMON TEXT

11

Psalm 116
1T love the Lord, for he heard my voice; he heard my cry for mercy.

2Because he turned his ear to me, [ will call on him as long as I live.

3The cords of death entangled me, the anguish of the grave came over me; I was overcome by distress
and sorrow.

4Then I called on the name of the Lord: “Lord, save me!”

5The Lord is gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion.

6The Lord protects the unwary; when I was brought low, he saved me.

7 Return to your rest, my soul, for the Lord has been good to you.

8For you, Lord, have delivered me from death, my eyes from tears, my feet from stumbling,
9that | may walk before the Lord in the land of the living.

10T trusted in the Lord when I said, “I am greatly afflicted”;

1in my alarm I said, “Everyone is a liar.”

12What shall I return to the Lord for all his goodness to me?

13T will lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.

141 will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people.

15 Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants. .

16 Truly [ am your servant, Lord; I serve you just as my mother did; you have freed me from my chains.
171 will sacrifice a thank offering to you and call on the name of the Lord.

18] will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,

19in the courts of the house of the Lord— in your midst, Jerusalem.

Praise the Lord.

Theme: It's a Matter of death and life

1 Jesus' death helps us handle death

“Neither death.... nor anything else will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in
Christ Jesus our LORD.” (Rom 8:38-39).

2 Our lives help others live
to love, be faithful to, cherish, support & help in sickness & in health

live as if fitting for a child of God, and in faith, word and deed remain true to the Triune God,
even unto death

to shape your life with God’s Word, to hear it proclaimed every week, , to study it with your
fellow Christians at every opportunity, to use the LORD’s Supper whenever it is offered.



Prayer: LORD Jesus, You are right. It's matter death and life.

Your death helps us handle death. Please use our lives to help others have life.
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OFFERING

Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

13

M: Heavenly Father, you loved the world and gave your Son to liberate us from sin and death by his

C:

obedient death on the cross.

We confess that without your love we are lost.

: Lord of the Church, we thank you for the treasure of the gospel. By your Spirit, keep our eyes fixed

on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith.

Strengthen our determination to do what pleases you, no matter what the danger or the
cost.

: Let us pray for those who carry a cross in the name of Christ and face ridicule and persecution for

the sake of the kingdom: missionaries and chaplains, young people who stand up for what is right
in the face of pressure to do what is wrong, and all who pay a high price for their faith and their
values as Christians.

By your Spirit, O Lord, grant them patience and endurance.

: Let us pray for those who carry heavy burdens in life: the sick and the chronically ill, the

depressed and the lonely, those torn by conflict in personal relationships, those victimized by war
and injustice, and all who face the terrors of life with a heavy heart.

Grant them peace, O Lord, and in your mercy, be their guardian and friend, their comfort
and hope.

: Let us pray for those who care for others: pastors and counselors; physicians and nurses; social

workers and caring friends; all who feed the hungry, comfort the hurting, and stand beside the
dying.

Strengthen them in their work, O Lord, and do not let them become weary in doing good.

M: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer

M: Help us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Keep us faithful even to the point of

C:

death, that we may receive the crown of life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Amen.

Special prayers



LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us. Lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.
Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: Itis good and right so to do.

M: Itis truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy
Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord who brought the gift of
salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a

tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven,
we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD
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Be Seated

DISTRIBUTION



HYMN: 452, Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
(Verses 3-4 death/life)
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Text:  Sigmund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. J. Adam Rimbach, 18711941, alt.
Tune: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN (87 87 877 877) Georg G. Boltze, 18th century, alt.
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SONG OF SIMEON
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C: Lord, now you let your servant de - part in peace ac-cord-ing
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to your word. For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have pre-
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Gt T, T ~—T o
pared be - fore the face of all people, a light to light-en the

AY
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Gen-tiles and the glo - ry of your peo-ple Is - ra-el

M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.

C: And his mercy endures forever.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in

the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.
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CLosING HYMN: 608, I Fall Asleep in Jesus’ Wounds

(death/life)
n |
¥ By | | I | I | I I
e
J 7 E——— - - & e |
11 fall a-sleep in Je - sus’wounds; There par- don for my
2 In peace and joy I now de - part; God’s child 1 am with
#n I l) | I I P . )
~" I i‘ _ | ud F | ] n e -
e c < ! i ' | ! | |
sin a-bounds. Yea, Je - sus’ blood and right - eous - ness
all my heart. I thank you, death, for lead - ing me
g | I . | i
e e e e
T : — |
My beau -ty are, my glo-rious dress. In these be - fore
To that true life, where 1 would be. So cleansed by Christ,
n | |
p o — ! | | ——— ! | i | . |
—%B—d—d e 7 E— e e 61 ]
my God I'll stand When 1 shall reach the heav’'n-ly land.
I fear not death. Lord Je - sus, strength-en now my faith.
Text: attr. Paul Eber, 1511-69; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 182778, alt.

Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483—1546.
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Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge
Pastor Kieth Kuschel 262-765-2328
klbernard2k@hotmail.com

Lenten Suppers
Each Wednesdays of Lent, potluck suppers will start in the Fellowship Hall at 6, followed by short devotions
around 6:30. Everyone is welcome!

Palm Sunday & Holy Week Worship Notes

Palm Sunday, 3/29, our confirmands (Abigail Kovaciny, Emmett McKeown, Claire Ohlendorf & Michael Popelier)
will be confirmed in the 8:30 service, with a cake reception between services; the Sunday School children will
also sing in both services, because it's also Palm Sunday.

On Maundy Thursday, April 2, worship with Communion will be at 7. Good Friday worship the following evening
will also be at 7. On Easter Sunday, worship will be at the usual times of 8:30 and 11:00. Between services there
will be a potluck breakfast and Easter egg hunt for kids; there will be no Bible class or Sunday School on Easter.

YOUTH PARENTS: This year, the WELS Youth Rally will be in Ohio, July 14-17, and registrations will open
soon. We are partnering with Grace Lutheran Church to see if we can lower costs, but now we need to know
how many teens (8t-12t" grade) may be interested in this event so we can transmit a group pre-registration. If
you would like your child/children to attend, have any comments, questions or concerns, please contact Hilda
Naranjo by sending an email to arghilda@yahoo.com as soon as possible. Group Leaders must work on the
pre-registration that opens March 9. Thank you!

The Trinity Book Club invites you to join them on May 23 at 9:30 am at Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries to
discuss the Biblical fiction novel On Living Stone by Heather Kaufman.

Save the date! Trinity's annual church-wide yard sale will be held on Saturday, May 2 this
year! More info to come this spring about when and where to bring your donations, what we need volunteers
to help with, and so on.

Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:45am Are Lutherans just another branch of Protestantism.
The next series is: A review as adults what the Catechism students are studying. When was the last time you
reviewed parts of Luther's Small Catechism?

Wine and Word Bible Study — April 16th

The Wine and Word Bible Study is studying the book of EXODUS and meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn
Knox. Their home is located just 5 minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1t and 3™
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who wish can bring a bottle of wine (or other drink of choice) and a small
bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not! Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or
dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

Volunteers Needed to provide snacks for our Sunday School and Fellowship Hour!
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If you’re able to bless our community with simple treats, please sign up on the sheet posted on the Sunday
School bulletin board located in the large fellowship and adult Sunday School room. Your contributions help
make our time together even more welcoming and enjoyable—thank you for supporting our fellowship!

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed

A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Steven Douglas If you have any questions or are not
getting the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org. You can also scan this
code to sign up:

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our
neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door
to the hallway.

Small Choir
Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let Bev Ohlendorf know.

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members

If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else
you would like to meet. Just contact him at klbernard2k@hotmail.com with a date, time, and place, and he
will make it work.
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Kids in the
Divine Service
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The Price of Our Peace Has Already Been Paid!
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20260311

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. But
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.

Romans 5:1,6,8

Do you like peace and quiet? If you have a little brother or sister, or a new baby in the house, you
know exactly what I mean. You probably love it when everyone is calm and happy, right? But
sometimes it feels impossible. Little siblings whine. Babies cry. And suddenly it seems like peace and
quiet will never come back!

Jesus promises peace too—but not just quiet in your house. He promises peace with God—and that’s
even more important. Here’s why: God is holy and perfect, and we are not perfect. The Bible says we

are enemies of God because of our sins. Normally, enemies try to get peace by fighting until one side

wins. But that’s not how we get peace with God.

Paul explains it like this: “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:1). “Justified” is a big Bible word that simply means: God says,
“You're not guilty!” He says we are not enemies anymore, no matter what wrongs we’ve done.

Think about your siblings for a minute. How do you try to make peace with them? Give them a snack if
they’'re hungry? Give them a toy if they’re bored? Let them take a nap if they need it? Sometimes that
works. But sometimes it doesn’t! They might still cry, still fight, or still be unhappy.

Jesus didn’t leave peace up to chance. He wanted to guarantee it for us. Paul says: “At just the right
time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly” (Romans 5:6). Even though we
deserved the punishment, Jesus took it for us. He defeated the real enemies: sin, death, and the devil.
Because Jesus won, peace with God is now ours—forever! That’s why he’s called the “Prince of Peace!”

Questions to Consider

e How does it feel when two people aren’t getting along?

e The Bible says that Christ died for the “ungodly.” Who does that include? (Hint: it means
everyone!)

e Why can’t anyone earn peace with God on their own?

e The Bible often says “grace and peace” together. Why do you think that is?

¢ (Can you think of a Bible story that you think does a good job of showing what real peace looks
like? (Helps: Jesus calms a storm, Jesus’ birth—"“peace on earth”, after his resurrection, Jesus
greets frightened disciples, “Peace be with you.”)

e During Lent, we remember that Jesus paid the price for our peace. How does thinking about that
help us appreciate Jesus more?
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It is the mission of

triNnity

T

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word
to Woodbridge and to the world.

&P WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as
well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work.
We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the
Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies
throughout the world.
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