How do we win this fight?

October 19, 2025



An Explanation of Our Communion Practice

Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, God
teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 Corinthians
11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing together (1
Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune at Trinity.

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s Word,
and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please speak to
Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice.
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Nineteenth
Sunday after Pentecost

October 19, 2025

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word and
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise,
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e |f you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall
or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make
you feel welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:
Pastor: Pastor Dave Sternhagen



WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD

MusIicAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

OPENING HYMN: 422, Jesus, Lead Us On
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I Je - sus, lead us on Till our rest is won;
2 If the way be  drear, If the foe be near,
3 When we seek re - lief From a long - felt grief,
4 Je - sus, still lead on Till our  rest is won,
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And al - though the way  be cheer - less,
Let not  faith - less fears o’er - take us;
When temp - ta -  tions come al - lur - ing,
Heav'n - ly Lead - eer, still di - rect us;
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We will fol - low, calm and fear - less.
Let not  faith and hope  for - sake us,
Make us pa - tient and en - dur - ing;
Still  sup - port, con - sole, pro - tect us
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Guide us by your  hand To our fa - ther - land.
For through man - ya woe To our home we go.
Show us that bright shore Where we weep no  more.
Till we safe - ly stand In our fa - ther - land.

Text:  Nicolaus L. von Zinzendorf, 1700-60, adapt.; tr. Jane L. Borthwick, 1813-97, alt.
Tune: SEELENBRAUTIGAM (55 88 55) Adam Drese, 1620-1701.

Stand
INVOCATION

Minister: The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship
of the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.



CONFESSION OF SINS

M:

C:

God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us.

Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions.  have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

LORD OF MERCY

KYRIE

M:

C:

For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our
prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

: For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage

to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.

Christ, have mercy.

: For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their

worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

: Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your

tender care:

Amen.

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise.
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you crown our life with your love. You take a-way our sin;
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you com - fort our spir - it; you make us pure and
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ho - ly in your sight. You did not spare your on - ly Son,
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but gave him up for us all O Lord, our Lord,
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you came to live with us; you made your Fa - ther known;

(Continued on Next Page)



gq
.l
L 1N
|
BN
iy
e ==
-2
L N

é I | L |
you washed us from our sins in your own blood. You are the
h ” T I | [l
e Ss e —— e s
e——] o« o 2, =3 ———
King of glo - ry; you are the Lord! O Lord, our Lord,
AE ’H'E ‘F ~ — » 1__——}
A\, — -|F < ‘r F o P O
[y o B
how glo - rious is your nmame in all the earth.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Mercifully grant, O God, that your Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our hearts, for without
your help we are unable to please you; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be Seated

The Word

FIRST LESSON

Amos 6:1-7
Woe to you who are complacent in Zion,
you who feel secure on Mount Samaria,
you distinguished people of the leading nation,
to whom the house of Israel comes.
2 Travel to Kalneh and look.
Go from there to Hamath Rabbah,
and go down to Gath of the Philistines.
Are you better than those kingdoms?
Are their territories greater than your territory?
3You who are trying to put off the evil day,
you bring near the session for violence!
4Those who lie on ivory beds,
sprawling upon their couches,
eating lambs from the flock
and calves straight from the stall,

(Continued on Next Page)



5 improvising tunes on the lyre,
composing music for themselves on musical instruments like David,
6 drinking large bowls of wine—
they slatherlc themselves with the most expensive perfumed oils,
but they do not grieve over the ruin of Joseph.
7That is why they will go into exile as the first of the exiles.
Those who sprawl out at their feasts for the dead will depart.

PSALM OF THE DAY: 146
Read Responsively

M: Praise the Lord, O my soul.

C: Iwill sing praise to my God as long as I live.
M: Do not put your trust in princes,

C: In mortal men, who cannot save.

M: Blessed is he whose hope is in the Lord his God,
C: The maker of heaven and earth.

M: The Lord gives food to the hungry,

C: The Lord sets prisoners free.

M: The Lord gives sight to the blind,

C: The Lord lifts up those who are bowed down.
M: The Lord watches over the outcast

C: And sustains the fatherless and the widow.
M: The Lord remains faithful forever.

C: He upholds the cause of the oppressed.

M: Glory be to the Father and to the Son

C: and to the Holy Spirit,

M: as it was in the beginning,

C: is now, and will be forever. Amen.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Amos%206%3A1-7&version=EHV#fen-EHV-22452c

SECOND LESSON AND SERMON TEXT

Romans 7:21-8:1

21So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is present with me. 221 certainly delight in
God’s law according to my inner self, 23 but I see a different law at work in my members, waging war
against the law of my mind and taking me captive to the law of sin, which is present in my
members. 24 What a miserable wretch I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 251 thank
God through Jesus Christ our Lord!

So then, [ myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my sinful flesh I serve the law of sin.
8 So then, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia. At the name of Jesus every knee should bow, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father. Alleluia. (Philippians 2:10,11 cf. NIV)

Stand

GOSPEL
Luke 16:19-31
M: The Gospel of St Luke Chapter 16
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!

19“There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen, living in luxury every day. 20 A
beggar named Lazarus had been laid at his gate. Lazarus was covered with sores and 21]longed to be
fed with what fell from the rich man’s table. Besides this, the dogs also came and licked his

sores. 22 Eventually the beggar died, and the angels carried him to Abraham’s side. The rich man also
died and was buried. 23 In hell,[al where he was in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far
away and Lazarus at his side. 24 He called out and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me! Send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in misery in this flame.’

25 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and
Lazarus received bad things. But now he is comforted here, and you are in misery. 26 Besides all this, a
great chasm has been set in place between us and you, so that those who want to cross from here to
you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from there to us.’

27 “He said, ‘Then I beg you, father, send him to my father’s home, 28 because I have five brothers—to
warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of torment.’

29 “Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets. Let them listen to them.’

(Continued on Next Page)


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2016%3A19-31&version=EHV#fen-EHV-25637a

30 “No, father Abraham,” he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’

31“Abraham replied to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, they will not be
convinced even if someone rises from the dead.”

M: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be seated

HYMN OF THE DAY: 306, Before You, God, the Judge of All
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sore; to you I flee: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!
pen - i - tent I Dbe: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!
house at peace to be: O God, be mer-ci-ful to me!

Text: Magnus B. Landstad, 1802—80; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: VATER UNSER IM HIMMELREICH, DER DU (88 88 88) attr. Martin Luther, 1483-1546.

SERMON

Text: Romans 7:21-8:1
Theme: How can we win this fight?

Stand



NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be Seated

OFFERING
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

11

M: O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new every
morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children on earth.

C: We praise you for every grace and blessing.

M: Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in Christ Jesus
be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere.

C: Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope.

M: We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, state,
and local governments.

C: Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect.

M: Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness toward their
workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship.

C: Help us find satisfaction in all work well done.

M: Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, think, and
communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. Arouse curious
minds to discover the wonders of your created order.

C: Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence.

M: Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment to be
good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents as your
representatives.

C: Lead us to love one another as you have loved us.

Special prayers

M; Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions.

Silent prayer.

M: Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear and with
the faith that you will respond for our welfare.

C: Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

C:

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M:

C:

M:

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.

: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give him thanks and praise.

: Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual

blessing. He sends the Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen us when we
are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our God and the
authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and
honor and glory forever and ever.

12



HoLy, HoLy, HoLY
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The whole earth is full of your glo - ry.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.

13



O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

h Il 1
7—— —
—e—=° o o o
Y
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the
al |
v [ J [ | | [ | I |
e Ee———— ===t
Py 4 ¢ —° © .

world; have mer -cy on us. O Christ, Lamb of God, you
h | 1 |

| I |

] s

take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
h Il 1
7. I I . i I —— = ! ——
(3) Z = e E— — — f’ o e -

O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the

h 1
¥ J | | ! y [
s~—: P s —— i 3
ANSY ~ I i [#] = O
!J‘ T ~
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Be Seated
DISTRIBUTION
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Hymn: 309, Draw Near and Take the Body of the Lord

Stand
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Him - self the vic - tim and him - self the  priest.
Gives liv - ing wa - ters to the thirs - ty soul.
In this your feast of love be  with wus now.
Text: Latin hymn, 7th century, abr.; tr. John M. Neale, 181866, alt.

Tune: OLD 124TH (10 10 10 10) Trente guatre Pseauwmes de David, Geneva, 1551, alt.




THANK THE LORD
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shouts of thanks-giv-ing. Al-le - lu - ia! Al-le -1 - ia!

M: Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.
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BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.
Serve the Lord with gladness.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be Seated

Closing Hymn: 457, Fight the Good Fight

17

4 6 | | | i | |
G e 9 . ¢
D) - !
I Fight the good fight With all your might;
2 Run  the straight race Through God’s good grace;
3 Cast care a - side, Lean on your guide;
4 Faint not nor fear; His arms are near.
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Christ s its life and Christ its love.
That Christ is Lord e - ter - nal - ly.
Text: John S. B. Monsell, 1811-75, alt.

Tune: MENDOCN (448 88) The Methodist Harmonist, New York, 1821.



Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge
Pastor Paul Mueller: 925-337-3635

You're invited to join the Trinity Book Club! Our next meeting will be Saturday, November 1 at 9:30 am at
Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries. We'll be discussing a Christian suspense novel, Woman in Shadow by Carrie Stuart
Parks.

Sunday Morning Bible Study meets at 9:45am The next series is “your Questions; Scripture’s Answers”, based
on the book by Prof. John Brug. We’'ll start out with how God gave us His Bible, look at a few puzzling parts of
the Bible, then go into adiaphora (if you don’t know, you need to come), and a few other questions.

Wine and Word Bible Study — November 6, 2025

The Wine and Word Bible Study is studying the book of EXODUS and meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn
Knox. Their home is located just 5 minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 15t and 3™
Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who wish can bring a bottle of wine (or other drink of choice) and a small
bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not! Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or
dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Steven Douglas If you have any questions or are not
getting the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org. You can also scan this
code to sign up:

el

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our neighborhood.
Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food items, especially
those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that do not require
additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If the shelves
happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door to the
hallway.

Small Choir

Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let Bev Ohlendorf know.
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Lord’s Supper Available to All Members

If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else
you would like to meet. Just contact him at 925-337-3635 or pmjrmueller@gmail.com with a date, time, and
place, and he will make it work.
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Kids in the
Divine Service
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With Joy They Gave
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20251006/

And now | have seen with joy how willingly your people who are here have given to you. 1 Chronicles 29:17b

Grandma and her grandson Jared spent the afternoon baking cookies together. The kitchen smelled amazing,
the counters were covered with cookies, and Grandma’s heart was full. She was thankful just to spend time
with Jared. But then something happened that made her smile even bigger.

Jared looked at all the cookies—chocolate chip, peanut butter, sugar cookies, all his favorites—and said,
“Grandma, can we take some of these to Maria? Her mom is in the hospital, and | think these cookies would
make her smile.”

Wow. Grandma’s heart melted. She had just seen something even sweeter than cookies: Jared’s generous
heart. He could have thought only about himself, but instead he thought about someone else.

Here’s the cool part: Jared knew the cookies weren’t really “his.” Grandma had invited him, bought the
ingredients, helped him mix the dough, and pulled the trays out of the oven. The cookies were Grandma'’s gift.
Jared just wanted to share them.

That’s what King David saw in God’s people in today’s Bible reading. David had given gifts for the temple, and
then the people gave too—not because they had to, but because they wanted to. David was filled with joy. He
prayed, “Everything comes from you, God, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.”

That’s the secret of giving: it all starts with God. He gives us everything we have—food, family, friends, toys,
even life and forgiveness through Jesus. And when our hearts are full of thanks, we want to share.

Like Jared and like the people in David’s time, we can reflect God’s generosity. Whether it’s cookies for a
friend, money in the offering, or time spent helping someone, when we give with joy, we show God’s love.

Questions to Consider

Who gives you the things you enjoy every day? (food, toys, clothes, family, friends?)

How does it feel when you give or share something with someone else?

Have you ever shared something and felt extra happy afterward? Why do you think giving makes us feel that
way?

How can being thankful help us be more generous?

Why does the attitude behind giving matter more than the amount we give?

What are some ways our family or church can practice joyful giving together?
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hrist’s Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the
United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through
world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as

the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional
Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.
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