When Mankind Tried
to Go Up, the LORD
Came Down
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The Day of Pentecost

June 8, 2025

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his Word and
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise, and
offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e [f you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall or
the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected to the
Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please do not
hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make you feel
welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:
Pastor: Rev. Michael J. Seifert

Today’s Focus: For the Spirit enables the message of salvation to enflame hearts for bearing witness to the ends of
the earth.



We Come into the Presence of God

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION

This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

OPENING HYMN: 183 Holy Spirit, Light Divine
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Text: Andrew Reed, 1787-1862, abr., alt.

Tune: SoNG 13 (77 77) Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625, alt.

Stand

INVOCATION

Minister:

the Holy Spirit be with you.

Congregation: And also with you.

The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of



CONFESSION OF SINS

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.
But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess

our sins to him and plead for his mercy.

my guilt.

strength to live according to his will.

C: Amen.

PRAYER AND PRAISE

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have sinned
against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:
Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and take away

: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and innocent death of our
Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You are his own dear child. May God give you
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: Holy Spirit, God and Lord, come to us this joyful day with your sevenfold gift of grace. Rekindle in
our hearts the holy fire of your love that in a true and living faith we may tell abroad the glory of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Father, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be seated

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON AND SERMON TEXT
Genesis 11:1-9

11 The whole earth had one language and a single vocabulary. 2 As people traveled in the east, they
found a plain in the land of Shinar, and they settled there. 3 They said to one another, “Come, let’s make
bricks and bake them thoroughly.” They used mud brick instead of stone for building material, and they
used tar for mortar. 4 They said, “Come, let’s build a city for ourselves and a tower whose top reaches to
the sky, and let’s make a name for ourselves, so that we will not be scattered abroad over the face of the
whole earth.”

5The Lord came down to see the city and the tower that the people were building. ¢ The Lord said, “If
this is the first thing they are doing as one people, who all have one language, then nothing that they
intend to do will be too difficult for them. 7 Come, let’s go down there and confuse their language, so
that they cannot understand one another’s speech.”

8So the Lord scattered them from there over the face of the whole earth, and they stopped building the
city. ? It was named Babel,[2] because there the Lord confused the language of the whole earth. From
there the Lord scattered them over the face of the whole earth.

PSALM OF THE DAY: 51B

O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare your praise.

You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it;
you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Create in me a pure heart, O God,
and renew a steadfast spirit within me.

Do not cast me from your presence
or take your Holy Spirit from me.

(Continued on Next Page)



Restore to me the joy of your salvation,
and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

Then I will teach transgressors your ways,
and sinners will turn back to you.

SECOND LESSON

Acts 2:1-21

2 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2Suddenly a sound like the
rushing of a violent wind came from heaven, and it filled the whole house where they were
sitting. 3 They saw divided tongues that were like fire resting on each one of them. 4 They were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, since the Spirit was giving them the ability
to speak fluently.

5Now there were godly Jewish men from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. ¢ When this
sound was heard, a crowd came together and was confused, because each one heard them speaking in
his own language. 7 They were completely baffled and said to each other, 2l “Look, are not all these men
who are speaking Galileans? 8 Then how is it that each of us hears them speaking in his own native
language? ? Parthians, Medes, and Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, and of Judea, Cappadocia,
Pontus and Asia, 19 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt, and the parts of Libya around Cyrene; visitors from
Rome, both Jews and proselytes; 11 Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring in our own languages
the wonderful works of God.” 12 They were all amazed and perplexed. They kept saying to one another,
“What does this mean?” 13 But others mocked them and said, “They are full of new wine.”

14 Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice, and spoke loudly and clearly to them: “Men of
Judea, and all you residents of Jerusalem, understand this, and listen closely to my words. 15 These men
are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the third hour of the day.[b! 16 On the contrary, this is what
was spoken by the prophet Joel:

17 This is what God says will happen in the last days:
[ will pour out my Spirit on all flesh.

Your sons and your daughters will prophesy.
Your young men will see visions.

Your old men will dream dreams.

18 Even on my servants, both men and women,
[ will pour out my Spirit in those days,

and they will prophesy.

191 will show wonders in the sky above,

and signs on the earth below,

blood and fire and a rising cloud of smoke.

(Continued on Next Page)



20 The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord.

21 And this will happen: Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord
will be saved.!d

VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful people, and kindle in them the fire of your love.
Alleluia. (From the antiphon: Come, Holy Spirit)

Stand
GOSPEL

John 15:26,27

26 “When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of truth, who
proceeds from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also are going to testify, because you
have been with me from the beginning.”

M: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Be Seated



HYMN oF THE DAY: 176, Come, Holy Ghost, God and Lord
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From ev - 'ry land and ev - 'ry tongue; This to your
That we in liv - ing faith a - bide, In him, our
That brave-ly here we may con - tend, Through life and
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praise, O Lord our God, be sung: Al-le-lu-ia!l Al-le-lu-ia!
Lord, with all our might con - fide. Al-le -lu-ia! Al-le-lu-ia!
death  to you, our Lord, as - cend. Al-le-lu-ia! Al-le-Ilu-ia!

Text: German hymn, 15th century, st. 1; Martin Luther, 14831546, st. 2-3; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, St. Louis, 1941, alt.

Tune: Komm, HEILIGER GEIST, HERRE GOTT (78 88 88 8 10 8) Eyn Enchiridion oder Handbiichlein, Erfurt, 1524.

SERMON

TEXT: Genesis 11:1-9

THEME: When Mankind Tried to Go Up, the LORD Came Down
Stand



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be Seated

OFFERING
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any gifts
freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

Stand



PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Eternal God and Father, we give you thanks for the blessings we share as members of your holy

Church, for your gracious Word and sacraments, for opportunities to worship and to grow in faith
and knowledge, for occasions to serve and be served, for fellowship with believers in our
congregation and in our synod.

Help us to rejoice in these blessings, dear Lord, and to use them faithfully.

: Jesus Christ, Lord of the Church, you give grace to your people by calling us to be your witnesses in

the world. Open our eyes to see the great and noble mission that lies before us. In the hurting eyes
of the lonely, in the pained eyes of the sick, and in the searching eyes of the lost, help us to see your
face, O Jesus, and to serve others as we would serve you.

Awaken us to the opportunities you give to proclaim your message of love.

: Holy Spirit, giver of life, through Word and sacrament bestow on us the wisdom and power we need

to witness clearly and to act boldly. Help us to speak the truth in love, to give the reason for the hope
we have, and to conduct ourselves with gentleness and respect.

Set our hearts on fire as we work and witness for Christ.

: Hear us, Lord, as we pray for a family member, an acquaintance, a neighbor, or a friend who does

not believe in you, or whose faith is weak or troubled.

Silent prayer.

M: Bless the Church with men and women who are willing to proclaim your Word in places where we

C:

cannot go. Keep them and their loved ones in your care, and let nothing hinder their work. By the
power of the gospel, restore their spirits each day, so that they do not lose heart as they serve us
and others.

Move us to support them with our sincere prayers and generous offerings.

Special prayers

M: Wherever your Word is proclaimed, O Lord, grant it success. Let your kingdom come to us and

C:

others, so that we and many more might join the assembly of saints and angels to sing your praise
forever.

Savior of all, hear our prayer and help us in our mission. Amen.



LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

M: O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep us strong in
your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace,
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
C: Amen.
BLESSING

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with
gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be Seated

10



CLOSING HYMN: 332 Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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with my bless - ing— You are my  own,
sins for - giv - en, At peace and  pure.
fed and nour - ished, Joy -  ful and free.
1 will keep  you And give you peace.
Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, 1919-2008. © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

Tune: AR HYD Y NOS (84 84 88 84) Welsh melody, 18th century.




Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge

Vacation Bible School Registration OPEN. Volunteers Needed!

Registration is now open for this year's VBS, which will be held July 14-18 from 9:00-11:30 am. Come join us
for True North VBS where kids will be pointed to Jesus, our Savior and faithful Friend whom we can always
trust. We look forward to sharing God's Word, singing songs, making crafts, playing games, and of course,
having some awesome snacks together! VBS is for kids ages 4 to those entering 6th grade. Kids entering 7th
grade and older may volunteer as helpers. Adult volunteers are needed as well! Please contact Erika Ohlendorf
(erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com) with questions. Register your child

here: https://vbspro.events/p/trinity2025 (QR Code below)

Wine and Word Bible Study — June 19th

The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 15t and 3™ Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who
wish can bring a bottle of wine and a small bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!
Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed

A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Andy Lutz. If you have any questions or are not getting
the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org. You can also scan this code to

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our
neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door
to the hallway.

Small Choir

Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know.

12



Lord’s Supper Available to All Members
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else
you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a date, time,

and place, and he will make it work.
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Kids in the
Civine Service
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A Sneak Peek at Heaven
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20250528/

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single pearl. The great street of the city was of gold,
as pure as transparent glass. The city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God
gives it light, and the Lamb is its lamp. Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will anyone who does what is
shameful or deceitful, but only those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

Revelation 21:21,23,27

Have you ever had your eyes checked at the doctor? You look through that big machine, and the doctor keeps
asking, “Which is better: one or two?” It’s all about helping you see clearly.

In Revelation chapter 21, it’s like God is giving us a picture of heaven so we can see it clearly in our hearts! The
streets are gold, so pure you can see through them like glass. The gates are giant pearls—not just decorated
with pearls, but each gate is one huge pearl! And there’s no need for a sun or moon because God himself is
the light. It means there’s no night, it’s sunny and bright all the time in heaven! You won’t need a special eye
test or glasses to see it either!

That’s not all. In heaven, there’s no darkness, no sadness, and nothing bad ever gets in. But guess who gets to
go in?! Those whose names are written in the Lamb’s book of life—that’s Jesus’ book. And guess what?! Your
name is in it because you believe in him!

Questions to Consider

Do you or someone you know wear glasses? Will we need them in heaven?

Why is there no sun or moon in heaven?

What words did John use to describe heaven’s beauty?

What do people mean when they say, “heaven on earth”? Can anything here really compare to the real
heaven?

Name someone whom you know who already is in heaven. What would be your first words when you see
them again?

Describe heaven in your own words. What are you most excited about seeing in heaven?
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It is the mission of

trinity

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word

to Woodbridge and to the world.

AL
8 WELS

< s Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as
well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. We
are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional
Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.

15



