
     

 

 

 

 

May 4, 2025  



1 

 

 

 

 

An Explanation of Our Communion Practice 

 

Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, God 

teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 Corinthians 

11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing together (1 

Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune at Trinity.  

 

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1 

Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s Word, 

and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please speak to 

Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice. 
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May 4, 2025 

 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word and 

sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise, 

and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today! 

 

• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  

• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall 

or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected 

to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please 

do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make 

you feel welcome.  

 

Serving the Lord and Serving Us: 

Pastor:  Rev. Paul Jenkins        

Today’s Focus:   Jesus appears to his people in order to strengthen them. Our worship follows The Common 
Service. 
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WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
 
MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 

OPENING HYMN:   149, Christ the Lord is Risen Today 

 
 
 

Stand 

 

INVOCATION  
 

Minister:         In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation:     Amen. 
 
 
  



4 

 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking 
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.  

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you 
in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C:  Amen.  

 

M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 

 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
 
C:  And also with you. 

 
M:  Let us pray. O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair 

of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of 
eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen. 

 

Be Seated 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST LESSON  

Acts 5:12, 17-32 
Jesus’ resurrection appearances to the apostles strengthened them to proclaim his gospel fearlessly. 
 
Many signs and wonders were done among the people through the hands of the apostles. With one 
mind, they all continued meeting in Solomon’s Colonnade.  
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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The high priest rose up, along with his associates (that is, the party of the Sadducees), because they 
were filled with envy. 18 They arrested the apostles and put them in the public prison. 19 But during the 
night an angel of the Lord opened the doors of the prison, brought them out, and said, 20 “Go, stand in 
the temple and keep on telling the people the whole message about this life.” 21 After they heard this, 
they entered the temple courts at daybreak and began to teach.  
 
When the high priest and his associates arrived, they called together the Sanhedrin (that is, the whole 
council of elders of the people of Israel). Then they sent orders to the jail to have the apostles brought 
in. 22 But when the officers arrived, they did not find them in the prison. They returned and 
reported, 23 “We found the prison securely locked and the guards standing at the doors, but when we opened 

them, we found no one inside!” 24 When the captain of the temple guard and the chief priests heard 
these words, they were puzzled about them, wondering what could have happened.  
  
25 Then someone came and reported to them, “Look! The men you put in prison are standing in the 
temple courts and teaching the people.”  
 
26 Then the captain went with the officers and brought the apostles in without force, because they were 
afraid that the people might stone them. 27 After they brought them in, they had them stand before the 
Sanhedrin. The high priest asked them, 28 “Did we not give you strict orders not to teach in this 
name? Look, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching, and you are determined to bring this man’s 
blood down on us!”  
 
29 But Peter and the apostles replied, “We must obey God rather than men. 30 The God of our fathers 
raised Jesus, whom you arrested and killed by hanging him on a cross. 31 God exalted him to his right 
hand as Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and the forgiveness of sins. 32 We are 
witnesses of these things, and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey him.”  
 

PSALM OF THE DAY:  67 
Read responsively 
 

M:  May God be gracious to us and bless us  
 
C:  and make his face shine upon us;  
 
M:  may your ways be known on earth,  
 
C:  your salvation among all nations.  
 
M:  May the nations be glad and sing for joy,  
 
C:  for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth.  
 
M:  Then the land will yield its harvest,  
 
C:  and God, our God, will bless us.  
 
M:  God will bless us,  
 
C:  and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
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SECOND LESSON  

Revelation 5:11-14 
The risen Jesus still appears in the Word with the purpose of strengthening our faith. He lives forever and 
so do all who belong to him by faith. 
 
And I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels who were around the throne and around the living 
creatures and the elders. Their number was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands upon 
thousands. 12 With a loud voice they were saying:  
 
Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive  
power and riches and  
wisdom and strength and  
honor and glory and blessing.  
 
13 I also heard every creature that is in heaven and on earth and under the earth and on the sea, and all 
that is in them, saying:  
 
To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb  
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever.  
 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders bowed down and worshipped.  
 

 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

M:  Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Our hearts were burning within us 
while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us. Alleluia! (Luke 24:32) 

 

Stand 

 

GOSPEL AND SERMON TEXT 

John 21:1-14 
 
M:  The Gospel of St. Luke, Chapter 21. 

C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 

After this, Jesus showed himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. This is how he showed 
himself: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, 
and two other disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them, “I’m going fishing.”  
They replied, “We’ll go with you.”  
 
They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. 4 Early in the morning, Jesus 
was standing on the shore, but the disciples did not know it was Jesus.  
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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5 Jesus called to them, “Boys, don’t you have any fish?”  
 
“No!” they answered.  
 
6 He told them, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” So they cast the 
net out. Then they were not able to haul it in because of the large number of fish.  
 
7 The disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard, “It is the Lord!” 
he tied his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the sea. 8 But the other 
disciples came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about one 
hundred yards. 9 When they stepped out on land, they saw some bread and a charcoal fire with fish on 
it. 10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you just caught.”  
 
11 So Simon Peter climbed aboard and hauled the net to land, full of large fish, 153 of them. Yet even 
with so many, the net was not torn.  
 
12 Jesus said to them, “Come, eat breakfast.”  
 
None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord.  
 
13 Jesus came, took the bread, and gave it to them, and also the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus 
appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.  
 
M:  The Gospel of our Lord. 

C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

CHILDREN’S SERMON:  Why is Jesus so Hungry? 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  141, At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
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SERMON    

Text:         John 21:1-14 
Theme:    The Most Important Meal 

 

Stand 

CREATE IN ME 

 

 

Be Seated  

OFFERING  
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew. 
 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is 
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our 
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any 
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom. 
 

Stand  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

M:  O Lord God, our strength, our song, and our salvation, you fulfilled your promises by the  
resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, from the dead.  

 
C:  Thanks be to God! You give us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
M:  In your compassion you sent Christ, the Good Shepherd, who laid down his life to rescue the  

lost.  
 
C:  Drive out all doubt and gloom that we may delight in your glorious triumph.  
 
M:  Lift our eyes heavenward to see him who lives to make intercession for the saints, and grant  

us confidence in the greatness of his power. Keep before us the vision of your redeemed people 
standing before your throne and singing the song of victory:  

 
C:  Worthy is the Lamb who was slain to receive wisdom and power and honor and glory  

and praise.  
 
M:  Make us instruments of your peace as we bring the good news of hope and new life to those  

around us. Guide us in the use of all that you have entrusted to us: our time, our talents, and our 
treasures.  

 
C:  Risen Lord, live in us that we may live for you.  
 
M:  Merciful Lord Jesus, grant healing to the sick and strengthen the faith of the suffering and the  

dying. Assure them of your abiding presence, and comfort them with the hope of eternal life.  
 

Special prayers  
 
M:  Gracious Father, you have restored to us the joy of your salvation. With happy hearts, we come 

before you and say:  
 
C:  Alleluia! Thanks be to God! Amen.  
  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
 
C:  And also with you.  
 

M:  Lift up your hearts.  
 
C:  We lift them up unto the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 
C:  It is good and right so to do.  
 
M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, and we praise you especially 
for the glorious resurrection of your God, the true Paschal Lamb, who by his sacrifice took away the 
sins of the world and by his resurrection restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

Be Seated 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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HYMN:  313, Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior, verses 1-2, 7-8 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Stand 
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SONG OF SIMEON 

 

 

 
M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  
 
C:  And his mercy endures forever.  
 
M:  O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share our 

humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this sacrament. 
We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so 
that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C:  Amen. 
 

Be Seated  
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CLOSING HYMN:   250, From All that Dwell below the Skies 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 

Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807 
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320 

Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 

Vacation Bible School Registration OPEN. Volunteers Needed! 

Registration is now open for this year's VBS, which will be held July 14-18 from 9:00-11:30 am. Come join us 
for True North VBS where kids will be pointed to Jesus, our Savior and faithful Friend whom we can always 
trust. We look forward to sharing God's Word, singing songs, making crafts, playing games, and of course, 
having some awesome snacks together! VBS is for kids ages 4 to those entering 6th grade. Kids entering 7th 
grade and older may volunteer as helpers. Adult volunteers are needed as well! Please contact Erika Ohlendorf 
(erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com) with questions. Register your child 
here: https://vbspro.events/p/trinity2025 (QR Code below) 

 
 

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Andy Lutz.   If you have any questions or are not getting 
the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org.  You can also scan this code to 
sign up: 

  
 

Wine and Word Bible Study – May 15th 
The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who 
wish can bring a bottle of wine and a small bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  
Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP. 
 
 

  

about:blank
mailto:Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com
https://vbspro.events/p/trinity2025
mailto:worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org
mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
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Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our 

neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food 
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that 
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If 
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door 
to the hallway. 
 

Small Choir 
Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our 
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know. 
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else 
you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a date, time, 
and place, and he will make it work. 
  

mailto:revpauljenkins@yahoo.com
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Jesus Has Swallowed Up Death!  
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20250423/ 
 
Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of 

an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will 

be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 

When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the 

saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.” “Where, O death, is your 

victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But 

thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 

Have you ever watched a YouTube video of a black hole swallowing a star? If you look it up, you’ll see an 

animation of what it might look like. Even though it’s just a video, it’s kind of shocking! Stars are huge—

sometimes thousands of times bigger than Earth. But a black hole can gulp them down like they’re 

nothing! 

Does that sound crazy? Well, that’s kind of how God talks about death. Death is a huge problem—too big 

for us to handle. Since we are sinners, death had us trapped. But Jesus fought against sin and death. He 

went into the tomb and came out alive! His victory swallowed up death! And when death is swallowed, it 

loses all its power over us. 

Do you ever worry about what happens when you die? Have you ever lost someone you really love? Don’t 

be afraid. Death has been defeated! It’s okay to be sad when someone dies, but we can also be joyful 

because Jesus has won! 

His resurrection means we can think of death like sleep. On judgment day, Jesus will come back and wake 
us up! Our bodies will rise and join our souls in heaven, where we will live with him forever! 

Death was a big problem, but Jesus’ resurrection was an even bigger victory! We still call death an enemy, 
but it’s an enemy Jesus already beat. And because he won, we win too. Thanks be to God! 

(Continue on Next Page) 

  

https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20250423/
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Questions to Consider 

What do we celebrate on Easter? 

Jesus won the victory over sin, death, and the devil. Because of his victory, where do we get to live with 

him forever? 

When you hear the word “victory,” what do you think of? What has Jesus given us victory over? 

Jesus will return on judgment day to bring all who believe in him to heaven. What do these verses tell us 

about what will happen on that day? 

These verses are often read at Christian funerals. Why do you think they bring comfort to people who 
have lost a loved one? 

How would you explain judgment day to a younger child or someone who doesn’t know much about the 
Bible? 
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It is the mission of 

 

 

 

to glorify God 
 

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 
 

to Woodbridge and to the world. 
 

 

 

 

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 

Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as 

well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. 

We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the 

Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies 

throughout the world. 


