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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice

Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, God
teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 Corinthians
11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing together (1
Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin Evangelical
Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune at Trinity.

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s Word,
and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please speak to
Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice.

trinity

LUTHERAN
CHURCH



The Third
Sunday In Lent

March 23, 2025

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word and
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise,
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e |f you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall
or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make
you feel welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:
Pastor: Rev. Paul Jenkins

Today’s Focus: In Christ, God sends his salvation into the heart of unbelief and changes mind to find that
salvation in his Son. Our worship follows The Common Service.



WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD

MusicAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

OPENING HYMN: 221, Blessed Jesus, at Your Word
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1 Bless-ed Je - sus, at  your Word We are gath - ered
2 All our knowl - edge, sense, and sight  Lie in  deep - est
3 Gra-cious Sav - ior, good and kind, Light from Light, from
4 Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost, Praise to you and
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all to hear you. Let our hearts and souls be  stirred
dark - ness shroud - ed Till  your Spir - it breaks our night
God pro - ceed - ing, O - pen now our heart and mind;
ad - o - ra - tion! Grant that we your Word may trust,
s — — —
- P — 1 I
G =S ——————
Now to seek and love and fear you, By  your teach-ings,
With  the beams of truth un-cloud - ed. You a-lone to
Help us by your Spir - it’s plead - ing. Hear the cry your
Con - fi - dent of our sal - va - tion, While we here be -
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sweet and  ho - ly, Drawn from earth to love you sole - ly.
God can win us; You must work all good with - in us.
peo - ple rais-es; Hear and bless our prayers and prais - es.
low must wan-der, Till we sing your prais - es yon - der.

Text: Tobias Clausnitzer, 1619-84, st. 1-3; Geistreiches Gesang-Biichlein, Berlin, 1707, st. 4; tr. Catherine Winkworth,
1827-78, st. 1-3, alt.; unknown, st. 4, alt.
Tune: LIEBSTER JESU, WIR SIND HIER (78 78 88) Johann R. Ahle, 1625-73, alt.

Stand

INVOCATION

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our Father, asking
him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed you
in my thoughts, words, and actions.  have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins,
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner.

M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning
sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.
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C: Glory be to God on high, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
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God the Fa-ther al - mighty. O Lord, the only begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the
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sin of the world; have mercy on us. You take away the
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are most high in the glory of God the Fatherr A - men.
PRAYER OF THE DAY

M: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.

M: Let us pray. Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand
of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Be Seated

THE WORD
FIRST LESSON

Exodus 3:1-15
Despite the hesitation of his servant Moses and the hard-hearted hatred of Pharoah, the Lord is determined
to save his people from bondage in Egypt.

Now Moses was shepherding the flock of Jethro, his father-in-law, a priest of Midian, and he led the
flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of God.2The Angel of
the LORD appeared to him in blazing fire from within a bush. Moses saw that the bush was on fire, but
the bush was not burning up. 3 So he said, “I will go over and look at this amazing sight—to find out why
the bush is not burning up.”

(continued on next page)



4When the LORD saw that Moses had gone over to take a look, God called to him from the middle of the
bush and said, “Moses! Moses!”

Moses said, “I am here.”

5The LORD said, “Do not come any closer. Take your sandals off your feet, for the place where you are
standing is holy ground.” ¢ He then said, “I am the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”

Moses hid his face, because he was afraid to look at God.

7The LORD said, “I have certainly seen the misery of my people in Egypt, and I have heard their cry for
help because of their slave drivers. Yes, [ am aware of their suffering. 8 So [ have come down to deliver
them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up out of that land to a good and spacious land,
to a land flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the
Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 2 Now indeed, the Israelites’ cry for help has come to me. Yes,
[ have seen how the Egyptians are oppressing them. 19 Come now, [ will send you to Pharaoh to bring
my people, the Israelites, out of Egypt.”

11 But Moses said to God, “Who am [, that I should go to Pharaoh, and that [ should bring the Israelites
out of Egypt?”

12So he said, “I will certainly be with you. This will be the sign to you that [ have sent you: When you
have brought the people out of Egypt, you will serve God on this mountain.”

13 But Moses said to God, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your fathers has sent me
to you,” and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I say to them?”

14 So God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” He also said, “You will say this to the Israelites: I AM has
sent me to you.”

15God also told Moses, “Say this to the Israelites: “The LORD, the God of your fathers—the God of
Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you. This is my name forever, and this
is how I am to be remembered from generation to generation.”



PSALM OF THE DAy: 38
Read responsively

M: O LORD, do not rebuke me in your anger
C: or discipline me in your wrath.

M: For your arrows have pierced me,

C: and your hand has come down upon me.
M: My guilt has overwhelmed me

C: like a burden too heavy to bear.

M: All my longings lie open before you, O LORD;
C: my sighing is not hidden from you.

M: I wait for you, O LORD;

C: you will answer, O LORD my God.

M: Come quickly to help me,

C: O Lord my Savior.

SECOND LESSON

1 Corinthians 10:1-13
The example of the Lord’s discipline of Israel teaches us not to resist his gracious, saving work.

For I do not want you to be unaware, brothers, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed
through the sea, 2and they were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the
same spiritual food 4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they drank from the spiritual rock that
accompanied them—and that rock was Christ! 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them.
He had them die in the wilderness.

6 Now these things took place as examples to warn us not to desire evil things the way they did. 7 Do not
become idolaters like some of them—as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and got up
to celebrate wildly.” 8 And let us not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day
twenty-three thousand fell. ? Let us not put Christ to the test, as some of them did, and so were being
destroyed by the serpents. 19 And do not grumble, as some of them grumbled, and were destroyed by
the destroyer. 11 All these things that were happening to them had meaning as examples, and they were
written down to warn us, to whom the end of the ages has come.

12 So let him who thinks he stands be careful that he does not fall. 13 No testing has overtaken you except
ordinary testing. But God is faithful. He will not allow you to be tested beyond your ability, but when he
tests you, he will also bring about the outcome that you are able to bear it.



VERSE OF THE DAY

M: Alleluia! “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, that
everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” Alleluia! (John 3:14-15)

Stand
GOSPEL AND SERMON TEXT

Luke 13:1-9

M: The Gospel of St. Luke, Chapter 13.
C: Glory be to you, O Lord!

At that time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans whose blood Pilate had mixed
with their sacrifices. 2 He answered them, “Do you think that these Galileans were worse sinners than
all the other Galileans because they suffered these things? 31 tell you, no. But unless you repent, you will
all perish too. 4 Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower in Siloam fell on them—do you think
that they were worse sinners than all the people living in Jerusalem? 51 tell you, no. But unless you
repent, you will all perish too.”

6He told them this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard. He came looking for fruit on
it, but he did not find any. 7 So he said to the gardener, ‘Look, for three years now I have come looking
for fruit on this fig tree, and I have found none. Cut it down. Why even let it use up the soil?’ 8 But the
gardener replied to him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put fertilizer on it. ? If
it produces fruit next year, fine. But if not, then cut it down.”

M: The Gospel of our Lord.

C: Praise be to you, O Christ!

NICENE CREED

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,

eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary,
and became fully human.

(continued on next page)



For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.

We look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Be Seated

CHILDREN'S SERMON: God’s Gardening



HYMN oF THE DAY: 112, There is a Fountain Filled with Blood
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Text:

William Cowper, 1731-1800. abr., alt.

Tune: COWPER (CM) Lowell Mason, 1792-1872.

SERMON

Text:
Theme:
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Luke 13:1-9

The Living Word: A Good Converter
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pow’r to save, Irn sing your pow’r to save.
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CREATE IN ME
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Be Seated

OFFERING
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

Stand
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

M: Dear God, heavenly Father, how great is your love for us! You willingly sent your beloved Son
to a world of sinful rebels. The innocent one came to serve the guilty, but his own people rejected
him, and his enemies tortured him and put him to death. Because you did not withhold your one
and only Son but let him take our guilt on himself to set us free, we praise your holy name.
Dear Son of God, our brother, how great is your love for us! You allowed yourself to be condemned
so that we could be declared not guilty. Fill our hearts with the same self-sacrificing love you showed
us. You allowed no suffering, no fear, and no doubt to swerve you from your path to Calvary. Give
us the same single-minded dedication and unshakable commitment as we daily take up our cross
and follow you.
Dear Holy Spirit, how great is your love for us! By Word and Sacrament you have warmed and
transformed our foolish and stubborn hearts, making us wise for salvation through faith in Christ
Jesus and receptive to his gospel of forgiveness. Hold his cross before our eyes that we may dedicate
our lives to him who died for us. Make us strong in the hour of temptation. Lead us to love and serve
our neighbor as unselfishly as Christ did.
Keep us in the true faith in unity with all faithful Christians, and grant us a blessed death. Hear us
for Jesus’ sake. Amen.
Special prayers

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who
sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the
power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

THE SACRAMENT

M: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

M: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up unto the Lord.

M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.

C: Itis good and right so to do.

(Continued on Next Page)
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13

M: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of
salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by a
tree, would by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

M: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you.
Do this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

M: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: Amen.

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD

l
]

Y
C: O Christ, Lamb of God, you take a - way the sin of the world;
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grant us your peace. A - men.
Be Seated
DISTRIBUTION
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HYMN: 111, Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing
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2 Here we  rest in won - der, view - ing All our
3 Here we find the dawn of heav - en While up -
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Text: Walter Shirley, 1725-86, alt.
Tune: RINGE RECHT (87 87) Erbaulicher Musicalischer Christen-Schatz, Basel, 1745, alt.

Stand
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SONG OF SIMEON
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M: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.
C: And his mercy endures forever.

M: We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that
through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C: Amen.

BLESSING

M: The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.

C: Amen.

Be Seated
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CLosING HYmMN: 103, Glory Be to Jesus
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Il Glo - ry be to Je - sus, Who in  bit - ter pains
2 Grace and life e - ter - nal In that blood 1 find;
3 Blest through end - less a - ges Be the pre-cious stream
4 A - bel’s blood for ven-geance Plead-ed to the skies,
5 Oft as earth ex - ult - ing Lifts its praise on high,
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Poured for me the life - blood From his sa - cred veins.

Blest be his com - pas-sion, In - fi - nite - ly kind.
Which from end -less  tor - ments Did the world re - deem.
But  the blood of Je - sus  For our par - don cries.

An - gel hosts re - joic - ing  Make their glad re - ply.

6 Lift we, then, our voices,
Swell the mighty flood;
Louder still and louder
Praise the precious blood!

Text: Italian hymn, 18th century, abr.; tr. Edward Caswall, 1814-78, alt.
Tune: WEM IN LEIDENSTAGEN (65 65) Friedrich Filitz, 1804-76.
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Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge

Wine and Word Bible Study — April 3rd

The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1%t and 3" Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who
wish can bring a bottle of wine and a small bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!
Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

Lenten Suppers
On the three remaining Wednesdays of Lent, potluck suppers will start in the Fellowship Hall at 6, followed by
short devotions around 6:30. Everyone is welcome!

Voters’ Meeting Sunday, April 6

There will be a voters’ meeting at 1:30 on Sunday, April 6 on Zoom. There will be a link and agenda coming to
your email inbox soon. If Trinity doesn’t have your current email address, please update it with pastor or Dawn
Knox.

Fifth Annual Easter Egg Hunt

Trinity’s next outreach event will be our Fifth Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 12 at 2pm. Eggs filled
with candy will be ordered again this year, but you’re welcome to add your own to the stash, if you’d like. Our
goal is to show kindness and also invite our unchurched neighbors to join us for Holy Week worship. This is a
low-volunteer event, but a few will be needed to supervise and to staff a welcome table. If you’d like to help,
please speak to pastor. Thank you!

Catechism Essays; Confirmation Sunday

Our two young friends Carice Hendricks and Mary McKnight will read their Catechism essays to the
congregation at the top of the 11:00 service on Sunday, April 6. The purpose of the essays is to demonstrate
that they have been instructed in the basic truths of God’s Word as laid out in Luther’s Small Catechism, and
are therefore prepared to confess their face publicly and to begin communing on Confirmation Sunday.

The Rite of Confirmation will be held in the 11:00 service on Palm Sunday, April 13, with cake and celebration
time following in the Fellowship Hall.

April Communion Dates

Please note that Holy Communion will be celebrated in April on the first, second, and fourth Sundays (April 6,
13, and 27). This is so that there will be Communion on Confirmation Sunday, but not on Easter Sunday when
many guests from outside our fellowship often worship with us.
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Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our
neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If
the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door
to the hallway.

Small Choir

Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know.

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed

A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Andy Lutz. If you have any questions or are not getting
the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org. You can also scan this code to
sign up:

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members

If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else
you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a date, time,
and place, and he will make it work.
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Grab On
https://wels.net/familv-devotion/fd20250307

To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everyone else, Jesus told this
parable: “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee
stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers,
adulterers—or even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.” “But the tax
collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, have
mercy on me, a sinner.” “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God.
Luke 18:9-14

Imagine you and your best friend are hiking up a huge mountain. The view is amazing, but then—you come
to a super dangerous, narrow path along the edge of a cliff! You both move slowly, trying to be careful. But
suddenly—one of you slips!

You're hanging off the edge, gripping onto the rocky cliff for dear life. Your hands are getting tired. You
know you can’t hold on much longer. Then, you see your friend reaching out a hand and saying, “Grab on!
I'll pull you up!”

But instead of taking the help, you think, “I can do it on my own. I'm strong enough!” You keep trying to
pull yourself up, but no matter how hard you try, you just can’t do it.

Sometimes, we think we can do things all by ourselves. We might feel like we’re smarter, stronger, or better
than others. And while it’s great to know our strengths, thinking we’re better than other people can lead to
pride, which is a big problem.

That’s what happened in today’s Bible story. The Pharisee thought he was better than everyone else,
including the tax collector. He believed he was good enough to get into heaven on his own. But here’s the

truth—he wasn’t! Just like the man hanging off the cliff, he needed help.

The tax collector, on the other hand, knew he had messed up. He didn’t try to act like he was better than
others. Instead, he asked God for mercy. And that’s exactly what God gave him!

The same is true for us. No matter how hard we try, we can’t save ourselves. But guess what? Jesus can!
He’s reaching out his hand to us, ready to pull us up. All we have to do is trust him!

(continued on next page)
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Questions to Consider

Have you ever needed help with something? What was it?

Who is always there to help you, no matter what?

Have you ever been really sure about something, but then found out you were wrong? How did that feel?
Who is never wrong and always knows what's best?

When you feel bad about something you’'ve done, like the tax collector did, what can you always be sure
of?

Look at how the Pharisee and the tax collector prayed. What does Jesus want us to learn about how we
should pray?

Proverbs 16:18 says, “Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” What do you think this
means in connection to today’s devotion? How can we make sure we don’t become too proud?
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It is the mission of

trinity

T

LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word
to Woodbridge and to the world.

&P WELS

Christ's Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as
well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work.
We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the

Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies
throughout the world.
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