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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice 
 
Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, God 
teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 Corinthians 
11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing together (1 
Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune at Trinity.  
 
We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1 
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s Word, 
and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please speak to 
Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice. 
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March 16, 2025 

 
 
Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through his Word and 
sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, praise, 
and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today! 
 

• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  
 

• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall 
or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected 
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please 
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make 
you feel welcome.  

 
 
Serving the Lord and Serving Us: 
Pastor:  Rev. Paul Jenkins 
        
Today’s Focus:   Jesus works salvation for all who believe, even while many reject his rescue. Our worship 
follows Service of Word and Sacrament. 
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WE COME INTO THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
 

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 

OPENING HYMN:    
11:00:  Sunday School sings 120, What Wondrous Love Is This, verses 1, 2, and 4 
 

  8:30:    121, Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing;  

 
Stand 
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INVOCATION  
 

Minister:   The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

 
Congregation:  And also with you. 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M: God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts.  
Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed you 

in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is good. For 
this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry for my sins, 
and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
C: Amen. 

 

LORD OF MERCY 
KYRIE 
 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our 
prayer, O Lord.  

 
C:  Lord, have mercy.  

 
M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage  

to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ.  
 

C:  Christ, have mercy.  
 

M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their  
worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  
 

C:  Lord, have mercy.  
 

M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your  
tender care.  
 

C:  Amen.  
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M:  The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

O LORD, OUR LORD 

 

 

(continued on next page) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M:  Let us pray. Almighty God, you see that we have no power to defend ourselves. Guard and keep us 
both outwardly and inwardly from all adversities that may happen to the body and from all evil that 
thoughts that may assault and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen.  
 

Be Seated 
 

The Word 
 

FIRST LESSON 
 

Jeremiah 26:8-15 
Jeremaih faithfully proclaims the Lord’s Word into growling and biting opposition. 
 
When Jeremiah had finished saying everything the LORD had commanded him to say to all the people, 
then the priests, the prophets, and all the people seized him and said, “You must die! 9 Why do you 
prophesy in the name of the LORD that this house will be like Shiloh and that this city will be desolate 
with no one living here?” All the people crowded around Jeremiah in the House of the LORD.  

10 When the officials of Judah heard about these things, they came up from the king’s house to the House 
of the Lord and sat in the entrance of the New Gate of the LORD’s house.  

11 Then the priests and the prophets said to the officials and to all the people, “This man deserves the 
sentence of death because he has been prophesying against this city, as you heard with your own ears.”  

 

(continued on next page) 
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12 Then Jeremiah said to all the officials and to all the people, “The LORD sent me to prophesy against 
this house and against this city all the things that you have heard. 13 Now reform your ways and your 
actions, and obey the LORD your God. Then the LORD will relent and not bring about the disaster he 
has pronounced against you. 14 But as for me, look, I am in your hands. Do with me whatever seems 
good and right in your eyes. 15 But you can be certain of this. If you put me to death, you will bring 
innocent blood on yourselves and on this city and on those who live here, for it is true that the LORD has 
sent me to you to speak all these words in your hearing.”  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY: 42 
READ RESPONSIVELY 

 
M:  As the deer pants for streams of water,  
 
C:  so my soul pants for you, O God.  
 
M:  My soul thirsts for the living God.  
 
C:  Where can my soul go and meet with God?  
 
M:  Why are you downcast, O my soul?  
 
C:  Why so disturbed within me? 
  
M:  Put your hope in God,  
 
C:  for I will yet praise him, my Savior and my God.  
 
M:  Send forth your light and your truth, and let them guide me;  
 
C:  let them bring me to the place where you dwell.  
 
M:  Then I will go to the altar of my God, my joy and my delight.  
 
C:  I will praise you with the harp, O God, my God. 
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SECOND LESSON  
 

Philippians 3:17-4:1 
St. Paul encourages the Philippians to stand firm in the truth even as opposing ideas try to pull them away 
from it. 
 
Brothers, join together in imitating me and in paying attention to those who are walking according to 
the pattern we gave you. 18 To be sure, many walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. I told you about 
them often, and now I am saying it while weeping. 19 Their end is destruction, their god is their 
appetite, and their glory is in their shame. They are thinking only about earthly things. 20 But our 
citizenship is in heaven. We are eagerly waiting for a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 21 By the 
power that enables him to subject all things to himself, he will transform our humble bodies to be like 
his glorious body.  
 
4 So then, my brothers, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown, in this way keep standing firm in 
the Lord, my dear friends.  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 

M:  Alleluia! Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, even death on a cross. Alleluia! 
(Philippians 2:8b) 

 
Stand 
 

GOSPEL AND SERMON TEXT 
 

Luke 13:31-35 
 
M:  The Gospel of St. Luke, chapter 13. 
 
C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
In that very hour, some Pharisees came to him and said, “Leave, and go away from here, because Herod 
wants to kill you.”  
 
32 He said to them, “Go tell that fox, ‘Look, I am going to drive out demons and heal people today and 
tomorrow, and on the third day I will reach my goal. 33 Nevertheless, I must go on my way today and 
tomorrow and the next day, because it cannot be that a prophet would be killed outside Jerusalem!’  
 
34 “Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those sent to her! How often I have 
wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 
willing! 35 Look, your house is left to you desolate. I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes 
when you will say, ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’”   
 
M:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 

Be seated 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON:  Jesus Wins 
 
HYMN OF THE DAY:  127, Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted 
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SERMON    
 

Text:         Luke 13:31-35 
Theme:     The Living Word: A Good Offense 

 
 
Stand 
 

NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Be Seated 

 

OFFERING  
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew. 
 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is 
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our 
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any 
gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom. 
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Stand  
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 

M: Lord Jesus Christ, lift up our hearts with thanksgiving and praise. Through the blood of your  
covenant, you have made us worthy to receive your Holy Supper. You join us with believers 
throughout the world and through the ages by your body given for us. In this sacrament time and 
eternity meet as we celebrate a foretaste of the feast now enjoyed by all who are in heavenly glory. 
As we receive your true body and blood, we rejoice in our salvation through you, who with the 
Father and the Hoy Spirit are one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Special prayers  

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:  Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those 
who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 

THE SACRAMENT 
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
 
C:  And also with you.  
 
M:  Lift up your hearts.  
 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
 
C:  It is right to give him thanks and praise.  
 

 

M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every spiritual 
blessing. He made his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and 
thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this (+) is 
my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C:  Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 
 
Be Seated 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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Hymn:  359, Jesus, My Great High Priest 

 
 

Stand 
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THANK THE LORD 
 

 
 

 

M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify you in 
the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming again, and 
that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness may be restored 
to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen.  

 

BLESSING 
 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another.  
Serve the Lord with gladness. 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 

 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C:  Amen. 

 
Be Seated  
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Closing Hymn:    
   8:30:    Sunday School sings 120, What Wondrous Love Is This, verses 1, 2, 4;  
11:00:   121, Jesus, Grant that Balm and Healing 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 

Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807 
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320 

Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 
 

Wine and Word Bible Study – April 3rd 
The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm. Those who 
wish can bring a bottle of wine and a small bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  
Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP. 
 

Lenten Suppers.  
On the four remaining Wednesdays of Lent, potluck suppers will start in the Fellowship Hall at 6, followed by 
short devotions around 6:30. Everyone is welcome! 
 

Fifth Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

Trinity’s next outreach event will be our Fifth Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, April 12 at 2pm. Eggs filled 
with candy will be ordered again this year, but you’re welcome to add your own to the stash, if you’d like. Our 
goal is to show kindness and also invite our unchurched neighbors to join us for Holy Week worship. This is a 
low-volunteer event, but a few will be needed to supervise and to staff a welcome table. If you’d like to help, 
please speak to pastor. Thank you! 
 

Catechism Essays; Confirmation Sunday 

Our two young friends Carice Hendricks and Mary McKnight will read their Catechism essays to the 
congregation at the top of the 11:00 service on Sunday, April 6. The purpose of the essays is to demonstrate 
that they have been instructed in the basic truths of God’s Word as laid out in Luther’s Small Catechism, and 
are therefore prepared to confess their face publicly and to begin communing on Confirmation Sunday. 
 
The Rite of Confirmation will be held in the 11:00 service on Palm Sunday, April 13, with cake and celebration 
time following in the Fellowship Hall.  
 

April Communion Dates 

Please note that Holy Communion will be celebrated in April on the first, second, and fourth Sundays (April 6, 
13, and 27). This is so that there will be Communion on Confirmation Sunday, but not on Easter Sunday when 
many guests from outside our fellowship often worship with us.  
 

Trinity's Little Free Library is one of our church's most effective tools for reaching out to our 

neighborhood. Many families in the area around Trinity regularly visit our LFL for books and shelf-stable food 
items, especially those who are experiencing food scarcity. Particularly useful are canned or boxed foods that 
do not require additional ingredients besides water to prepare. Books are always welcome, too, of course! If 

about:blank
mailto:Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
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the shelves happen to be full, there is a donation bin for overflow items in the Fellowship Hall beside the door 
to the hallway. 
 

Small Choir 
Trinity’s choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from our 
hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know. 
 

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Andy Lutz.   If you have any questions or are not getting 
the emails for Sign-Up Genius, please email worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org.  You can also scan this code to 
sign up: 

  
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else 
you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a date, time, 
and place, and he will make it work. 
  

mailto:worship@trinityofwoodbridge.org
mailto:revpauljenkins@yahoo.com
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Love Your Enemies  
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20250228/ 
 
Read: Luke 6:27-38 
“But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. 
If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. Give to everyone who asks you, and if 
anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. Do to others as you would have them do to you. 
“If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 
Luke 6:27-32 
 
Imagine what you would do in these two scenarios as you are walking out of the door for school. 
 
Scenario 1: A parent says, “Make sure to be nice to your best friend and to listen to your favorite teacher.” 
Scenario 2: A parent says, “Make sure to be kind to the kid who makes fun of you on the school bus and 
compliment the girl who started a horrible rumor about you last week.” 
 
In the first scenario you would probably respond, “Sounds good, and I love you mom.” In the second scenario 
you might respond, “No way! They don’t deserve it.” 
 
In our reading for today Jesus calls us to do good to others even if they don’t deserve it. This message is so 
impactful from Jesus because he didn’t just talk the talk, he walked the walk. Throughout his life he never sinned 
once even though he was tempted in every way. He loved his enemies, yet they put him to death on a cross 
where he paid for the sins of the whole world. Then three days later he rose from the dead and declared victory 
over sin, death, and the devil. This is what we call grace. Grace is God’s undeserved love for all people. And for 
you. 
 
That gives us a completely new perspective on how we treat other people regardless of how they treat us. Jesus 
was willing to sacrifice his own life for us even though we are unlovable. He overcame evil with good. We can 
show grace to others even when they hurt us or mock us. We can love our enemies because God first loved us. 
 
Our sinful nature will always want to treat people how they deserve to be treated. But through Christ working 
in us, we start to see they are no different than us. They need Jesus too. Then we can show them grace and 
offer a glimpse into the love of our heavenly Father! 
 

  

https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20250228/
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Questions to Consider: 
 

• What do we call it when we disobey God? (sin) 

• What term from our devotion do we use for God’s undeserved love? (grace) 

• Why is it easier to love your friends than your enemies? 

• How does God’s grace lead us to be loving to both our friends and our enemies? 

• Even though we weren’t there when Jesus was nailed to the cross, why can each of us say we are 
responsible for Jesus’ death on the cross? 

• Think about specific people in your life who you have a hard time getting along with. What are specific 
actions you can take with them to follow God’s commands to love our enemies?   
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It is the mission of 
 

 
 

to glorify God 
 

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 
 

to Woodbridge and to the world. 
 
 

 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the 
United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through 
world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as 

the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional 
Lutheran church bodies throughout the world. 

 


