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Listen for the LORD’s Gentle Whisper
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20230814/

Do you ever feel down in the dumps? Has it ever happened that you’ve tried your hardest and done your best,
but your plan—and seemingly everything else!—doesn’t work out the way you hoped? This can happen to
God’s children. It can happen to his little children and his big kids too.

It once happened to a man named Elijah. He was God’s prophet, a person who tells God’s Word to God’s
people. He was so down about how things were going that he even prayed that he would die. Wow! What was
going on with Elijah?

During his life there were many people who weren’t listening to God’s Word. They weren’t believing what God
said, and they weren’t living like God’s children. The king and queen, who were supposed to be encouraging
God’s people and supporting his prophets, were getting rid of them and replacing them with false prophets
and false gods. Elijah thought he was the only believer left. And now, the royal couple was after him too. Elijah
had been so faithful to the LORD and to his job of speaking the LORD’s Word, but it just didn’t seem to be
working.

Elijah was down in the dumps.

Then the LORD appeared to him. Elijah saw and heard powerful forces of nature. But was the LORD in those
show of forces? Were the displays of mighty power meant to get Elijah back to work? Did the holy LORD use a
scary threat to set him straight? Nope. God revealed himself in a gentle whisper. By this gentle whisper Elijah
was reminded who the LORD is, the God of free and faithful grace. By this still, small voice the LORD reminded
Elijah that he gets his kingdom work done through simple promises of forgiveness and salvation in a meek
Messiah. By this quiet word he reminded Elijah that he changes hearts and wins them to himself through the
Spirit’s power, not through mighty signs. Elijah had a change of heart, and then he went back to work.

What does God use to get us out of the dumps? What does he do to give us renewed courage and strength?
The same thing. In a gentle whisper he tells us that Jesus is our Savior. In a still, small voice he reminds us that
we are still his children and he is still with us. In his own quiet Word he says, “I love you, and | always will. And
that’s what matters most.”

Questions to Consider
Who was God’s prophet in this story?
What was wrong with him?
What is a prophet?
Why was Elijah down in the dumps?
Describe a time you were down in the dumps. Why does that happen to you?
What part of God’s Word does he want you to use to help yourself and others when you get down about life in
this world?
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