
16	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In All His Brillance 
It wasn’t all that long ago that maybe you heard or recited these words: “and the glory of the Lord shone 
around them…” (Luke 2). A shining angel announced to simple shepherds in the fields outside Bethlehem 
that Jesus was born. For a few seconds, they witnessed the brilliance of heavenly glory because the Holy 
One, the Messiah, our Savior, had come into the world. 
 
Did you know something like that happened years later in Jesus’ life? Jesus was a grown man when he 
began preaching and performing miracles. Even though he traveled the country doing miraculous things 
such as healing people and walking on water, he looked like a normal human being. His appearance was 
nothing even close to the glorious company of angels on the night of his birth. 
 
One day, he took three of his followers (Peter, James, and John) up a mountain with him. There, Jesus’ 
appearance changed. It’s hard for us to imagine exactly what that would have looked like. Matthew tells 
us, “His face shone like the sun, and his clothes became as white as the light.” Our eyes can’t even handle 
looking directly at a 60-watt lightbulb, let alone the brilliance of the sun. It’s even dangerous! Yet here Jesus 
stood before them, glowing in abundant light. This was something extraordinary and his disciples knew it! 
That’s why Peter exclaimed, “Lord, it is good for us to be here.” 
 
It was here on this mountain that Jesus revealed his perfection and holiness in his glory. For a few moments, 
it was like the door of heaven was left open a crack and Peter, James, and John saw Jesus in all his glory. It 
was here that God the Father put his stamp of approval on Jesus as his Son. It is here that we too can be 
assured that Jesus is indeed the glorious and true Son of God. 
 
Being in the presence of brilliance and holiness made shepherds and disciples afraid. It’s the same for us. 
In the face of such holiness, we ought to fall face down on the ground. Until Jesus taps us on the shoulder 
and says, “Get up. Don’t be afraid.” We don’t need to be afraid of Jesus. He would head down that mountain 
to do the difficult work of the cross so that someday, you could experience the full glory of his presence in 
heaven! 
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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Things to Ponder 

 What happened to Jesus when he went up the mountain? 

 Fill in the blank: Jesus shining in brilliant glory shows us that he is true _______. 

 Name three things that happened when Jesus, Peter, James, and John went up the 
mountain that day. 

 How did that show that Jesus is true God? 

 Compare Jesus’ transfiguration to Jesus’ baptism. What was alike? What was 
different? 

 Discuss why it was important for Jesus to come back down the mountain after his 
transfiguration. 


