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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice 
 
 
 
Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, 
God teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 
Corinthians 11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing 
together (1 Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune 
at Trinity.  
 
We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1 
Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s 
Word, and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please 
speak to Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



2 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

March 3, 2024 
 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service, we receive God’s grace through 
his Word and sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his 
goodness with our prayers, praise, and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have 
joined us today! 
 

• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  
 

• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship Hall 
or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, connected 
to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship service. Also, please 
do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating anything. We want to make 
you feel welcome.  

 

 

Serving the Lord and Serving Us: 

Pastor:  Rev. Paul Jenkins 

 

        

Today’s Focus:   God’s wisdom trumps – and saves – our fallen, sinful minds. Our worship follows 
The Common Service. 
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We Come into the Presence of God  

 

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 

 
OPENING HYMN: 224  God Himself Is Present 

 
 
 
 
 

(Continued on next page) 
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STAND 
 

INVOCATION  
 

Minister:  In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Congregation:   Amen. 

 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
 

M: Beloved in the Lord: let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins to God our 
Father, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
 

 
C: Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 

you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
good. For this, I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me a 
sinner. 

 
M: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the atoning 

sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you 
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 

C:  Amen.  
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M:  In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord. 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
 
C:  And also with you. 

 
M:  Let us pray. Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right 

hand of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen. 

 
 

BE SEATED 

 
THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON  
 

Exodus 20:1-17 
God sets in stone his moral law with the Ten Commandments. 
 
Then God spoke all these words:  
 
2 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out from the land of Egypt, where you were slaves.   
 
3 You shall have no other gods beside me. 4 You shall not make any carved image for yourself or a 
likeness of anything in heaven above, or on the earth below, or in the waters under the earth. 5 Do 
not bow down to them or be subservient to them, for I the LORD your God am a jealous God. I follow 
up on the guilt of the fathers with their children, their grandchildren, and their great-
grandchildren, if they also hate me. 6 But I show mercy to thousands who love me and keep my 
commandments.  
 
7 You shall not misuse the name of the LORD your God, for the LORD will not permit anyone who 
misuses his name to escape unpunished.  
 
8 Remember the Sabbath day by setting it apart as holy. 9 Six days you are to serve and do all your 
regular work, 10 but the seventh day shall be a sabbath rest to the LORD your God. Do not do any 
regular work, neither you, nor your sons or daughters, nor your male or female servants, nor your 
cattle, nor the alien who is residing inside your gates, 11 for in six days the LORD made the heavens 
and the earth, the sea, and everything that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. In this way 
the LORD blessed the seventh day and made it holy.  
 
(Continued on Next Page) 
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12 Honor your father and your mother so that you may spend many days on the land that 
the Lord your God is giving to you.  
 
13 You shall not commit murder.  
 
14 You shall not commit adultery.  
 
15 You shall not steal.  
 
16 You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor.  
 
17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, his male 
servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or anything else that belongs to your neighbor.   

 
 
PSALM OF THE DAY: 19 
READ RESPONSIVELY 

 
M:  The heavens declare the glory of God;  
 
C:  the skies proclaim the work on his hands.  
 
M:  Their voice goes out into all the earth;  
 
C:  their words to the end of the world.  
 

M:  The law of the LORD is perfect,  
 
C:  giving joy to the heart.  
 

M:  The commands of the LORD are radiant,  
 
C:  giving light to the eyes.  
 
M:  They are more precious than gold;  
 
C:  they are sweeter than honey.  
 
M:  By them is your servant taught;  
 
C:  in keeping them is great reward.  
 
(Continued on Next Page) 



8 
 

 
M:  May the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
 

C:  be pleasing in your sight, O LORD, my Redeemer. 
 
SECOND LESSON  
 

1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
The gospel is divine wisdom and the power to save. 
 
For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being 
saved, it is the power of God. 19 In fact, it is written:  
 
I will destroy the wisdom of the wise;  
the intelligence of the intelligent I will bring to nothing.   
 
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the expert in the Jewish law? Where is the probing thinker of 
the present age? Has God not shown that the wisdom of this world is foolish? 21 Indeed, since the 
world through its wisdom did not know God, God in his wisdom decided to save those who believe, 
through the foolishness of the preached message. 22 Yes, Jews ask for signs, Greeks desire 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified—which is offensive to Jews and foolishness to 
Greeks, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ is the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 25 We preach Christ crucified, because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.  
 

 
VERSE OF THE DAY 

 
M:  Alleluia! “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, 

that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life.” Alleluia! (John 3:14 and 15) 
 
 
STAND 
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GOSPEL AND HOMILY TEXT 
 

John 2:13-22 
 
M:  The Gospel of St. John, chapter 2 
 
C:  Glory be to you, O Lord! 
 
The Jewish Passover was near, so Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  
 
14 In the temple courts he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and money changers sitting 
at tables. 15 He made a whip of cords and drove everyone out of the temple courts, along with the 
sheep and oxen. He scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 To 
those selling doves he said, “Get these things out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house into a 
place of business!”  
 
17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.”   
 
18 So the Jews responded, “What sign are you going to show us to prove you can do these things?”  
 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up again.”  
 
20 The Jews said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple! And you are going to raise it in three 
days?” 21 But Jesus was speaking about the temple of his body. 22 When Jesus was raised from the 
dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this. Then they believed the Scripture and what 
Jesus had said.  
 
M:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
 
BE SEATED 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON:  “Jesus Gets Very Angry” 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  403 I Know My Faith Is Founded 
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SERMON    
 

TEXT:       John 2:13-22 
THEME:   “Jesus Changes Our Minds” 
 

 
STAND 
 

 
CREATE IN ME 
 

 
 

BE SEATED  

 
 

OFFERING  
Please take a moment to sign the friendship register found in your pew. 
 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is 
also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by 
our fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but 
any gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom. 

 
STAND  
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  
 
M: Lord Jesus, you call all who are weary and burdened to come to you for rest. Rejoicing in your 

grace, we now come to this heavenly feast in which you give your children on earth your true 
body and blood to eat and to drink. Remove from us the soiled garments of self-righteousness 
and sin, and clothe us with the righteousness purchased with your blood. Strengthen our faith, 
increase our love, especially for those with whom we share this blessed communion, and after 
this life grant us a place at your heavenly table. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

 
Special prayers  

 

 
LORD’S PRAYER 

 
C:    Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 

 
 
THE SACRAMENT 
 

M:  The Lord be with you.  
 
C:  And also with you.  
 
M:  Lift up your hearts.  
 
C:  We lift them up to the Lord.  
 
M: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God.  
 
C:  It is good and right so to do.  
 

 
M:  It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who brought the gift 
of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame 
us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M:  Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which is given 
for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”  

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
(+) is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M:  The peace of the Lord be with you always.  
 
C:  Amen. 
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O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 
 

 
 

BE SEATED 
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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HYMN:  310  “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” Verses 1-5 

 
 
 
STAND 
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SONG OF SIMEON 
 

 
 

 
M:  O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  
 
C:  And his mercy endures forever.  
 
M:  We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this holy supper. We pray that 

through it you will strengthen our faith in you and increase our love for one another. We ask 
this in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

 
C: Amen.  

 
 
BLESSING 
 

M:  The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 
C:  Amen. 

 
 
BE SEATED  
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CLOSING HYMN:   320  On My Heart Imprint Your Image  
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 

Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807 
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320 

Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 

Lenten Suppers 

Through the remaining Wednesdays of Lent (March 6, 13, and 20), we will have potluck suppers. Doors 
will open at 5:30, with supper at 6:00 and a brief Lent devotion at 6:30. Beverages, tableware and 
silverware will be provided. Please bring a dish to pass if you can. But even if you can’t, please come 
anyway! 
 

Wine and Word Bible Study – March 7 
The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7-8:30 pm.  We are 
studying the book of Revelation with Larry Kovaciny as our guide.  Those who wish can bring a bottle of 
wine and a small bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  Contact Dawn at 703-
615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.   
 

Fourth Annual Easter Egg Hunt – March 23 

Trinity's next neighborhood outreach event will our Fourth Annual Easter Egg Hunt on Saturday, March 23, 
at 2pm. This event allows us to show kindness while also extending Easter worship invitations to our 
neighbors. It does not require a lot of volunteers, but four or five would be nice, to supervise the hunt and 
to staff a welcome table. If you would like to help, please let pastor know. Also, this year pre-filled eggs 
will be ordered in bulk for the hunt. If, however, you are someone who enjoys assembling and donating 
eggs, you are of course welcome to add your own.  
 

Women's Bible Study on Esther 
The remaining dates for the Women's Bible Study on Esther are: 
March 9 at 9:00 am (Chapter 5) 
April 13 at 9:00 am (Chapter 6) 
May 11 at 9:00 am (Chapter 7) 
The Women's Bible Study meets at Trinity. We are discussing the book “Esther: Providential Persian 
Queen” by Lou Ann Mokwa. Please join us anytime!  
 

Save the date!   
Trinity's annual church-wide yard sale will be held Saturday, May 4.  Start gathering up your clothing, 
shoes, housewares, books, and other items that you would like to donate!  Watch for more details in 
April.  All proceeds go to the Sunday School mission offering. 

 

about:blank
mailto:Admin@TrinityofWoodbridge.org
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
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Trinity Book Club will meet again on Saturday, April 27, at 9:30 am at Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries to 

discuss Up from Dust by Heather Kaufman.  Any questions?  Ask Rachel Kovaciny. 

 
Small Choir 
Trinity’s small choir sings about once a month during worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns 
from our hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf 
know. 

 
Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Matt Popelier.  If you are not getting the emails for Sign-
Up Genius, please email admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org   
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere 
else you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a 
date, time, and place, and he will make it work 
  

mailto:admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org
mailto:revpauljenkins@yahoo.com
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Jesus Deeply Desires We Keep his Word 
https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20210308/esus Deeply Desires We Keep his Word  

 
Why was Jesus so angry? Why would Jesus get so angry that he forced sheep, cattle, and the people who 
were selling them to run away from the temple courts? Why would Jesus get so angry that he even flipped 
tables over, knocking coins all over the ground? Is Jesus throwing a temper tantrum like a little two-year-
old who didn’t get his way? 
 
The simple answer is no, but why was Jesus so angry? Well, Jesus actually had a very good reason. 
Remember who he is. When you think of Jesus, what comes to mind? A powerful Lord who calms storms, 
heals the sick, and raises the dead? A Savior who blesses the little children? How about Jesus as the holy 
God, who is King of kings and ruler over all things—time, space, creation, and people? 
 
Jesus is our holy God, who deeply wants us all to keep his Word. Unfortunately, we all fail to do that on our 
own. In his Word, God tells us what he wants us to do and not to do, but we do what we want. We go our 
own way rather than God’s way. We need Jesus to help us. That’s why Jesus came into our world. He cares 
so deeply about each of us that he became a human being like us. He perfectly kept God’s holy will in our 
place, even dying on a cross for us. We learn all about that in his Word. 
 
So why was Jesus so angry in the temple? There was nothing wrong with selling animals or exchanging 
money, but that’s not why God gave his Word or the church where we hear that Word. The temple, like 
church, was meant to be a place where people could worship and offer prayers to God. There they learned 
God’s Word. The last thing Jesus wanted to see in his Father’s house was people arguing over prices and 
purchases rather than hearing his Word and worshiping his heavenly Father. So, in holy love for his Word, 
Jesus cleared the temple that day. 
 
Do we love God’s Word like Jesus? Do we get angry when something gets in the way of hearing it? Do we 
love learning about Jesus and what he has done for us? Jesus passionately desires that we love his Word. 
In that Word, we learn about him. With his help, we will see how important it is to spend time with Jesus 
in his Word. With his help, we will love his Word as we learn how deeply our Savior loves us. With his help, 
we will keep that Word as we live each day, serving Jesus, our Savior-God. 
 
(Continued Next Page) 

https://wels.net/family-devotion/fd20210308/esus%20Deeply%20Desires%20We%20Keep%20his%20Word
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Questions to Consider: 

• Describe what happened when Jesus went into the temple. 

• Name two places where you can listen to God’s Word. 

• Why was Jesus so angry in the temple? 

• Why do we need God’s Word? 

• Explain this statement: Studying God’s Word is time spent with Jesus. 

• How do you respond to someone who tells you that attending worship and Bible study is not that 
important? 
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It is the mission of 

 

 

 
to glorify God 

 
by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 

 
to Woodbridge and to the world. 

 

 

 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the 
United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through 
world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the 
members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran 
church bodies throughout the world. 


