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Fourth
Sunday after Pentecost

June 25, 2023

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his Word
and sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers,
praise, and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today!

e Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.

e If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship
Hall or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back corner classroom of the building,
connected to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship
service. Also, please do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating
anything. We want to make you feel welcome.

Serving the Lord and Serving Us:
Pastor: Rev. Clay Welch

Today’s Focus: It is Godly wisdom for his people to build on his Word, and on his Word alone. We welcome
Pastor Clay Welch from our sister church, Bethlehem Lutheran in Manassas, to lead us today. Our worship
follows Morning Praise.



We Come into the Presence of God
PASTOR’S GREETING AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God.

Stand
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Invocation

M: Inthe name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.



Confession

M: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.

C: Lord oflife, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish
pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry
for my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.

M: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive
in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called
servant: | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the

Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

M: O Lord, open my lips.

C: And my mouth shall declare your praise.
M: Hasten to save me, O God.

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me.

M: The Spirit of the Lord fills the world: let us worship him.



OH, COME, LET US SING TO THE LORD
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M: Let us pray. O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything
that may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

BE SEATED

THE WORD

FIRST LESSON

Deuteronomy 11:18-21, 26-28

God’s Word is essential to the spiritual welfare of his people. That is why he commands us to make it
the guiding principle in our thoughts and actions, our coming and going. God’s Word is also the
greatest inheritance we can give to our children.

Put these words of mine in your hearts and in your soul, and tie them on your wrists as signs and
as symbols on your forehead. 1° Teach them to your children by talking about them when you sit
in your house and when you travel on the road, when you lie down and when you get up. 20 Write
them on the doorframes of your houses and on your gates, 21 so that your days and the days of your
children may be many on the land that the LORD promised to your fathers with an oath, as many as
the days that the heavens remain over the earth...

You see, | am placing before you today a blessing and a curse: 27 the blessing, if you listen to the
commandments of the LORD your God that [ am giving you today, 28 or the curse, if you do not listen
to the commandments of the LORD your God and you turn away from the path that I am
commanding you today by walking after other gods whom you did not know.



PsALM: 78

Read Responsively
M: O my people, hear my teaching;
C: listen to the words of my mouth.
M: [ will utter things from of old,
C: what we have heard and what our fathers have told us.
M: We will not hide them from our children;
C: we will tell the next generation the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD.
M: The LORD decreed statutes for Jacob
C: and established the law in Israel,
M: so the next generation would know them,
C: and they in turn would tell their children.
M: Then they would put their trust in God
C: and would not forget his deeds but would keep his commands.

SECOND LESSON AND SERMON TEXT

Romans 3:21-25a,27-28

All of us have fallen short of the perfection that God’s law demands. By that standard all of us are
condemned forever. But God provided a way of righteousness that does not depend on our obedience.
God does not ignore our sin, but instead punishes it with Jesus’ death on the cross and gives us his
Son’s righteousness through faith.

But now, completely apart from the law, a righteousness from God has been made known. The
Law and the Prophets testify to it. 22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus
Christ to all and over all who believe.

In fact, there is no difference, 23because all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God 24and
are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God
publicly displayed as the atonement seat through faith in his blood...

(Continued on Next Page)



What happens to boasting then? It has been eliminated. By what principle—by the principle of
works? No, but by the principle of faith. 28 For we conclude that a person is justified by faith
without the works of the law.

SEASONAL SENTENCE

M: Come, Holy Spirit! Fill the hearts of your faithful people and kindle in us the fire of your love.
Alleluia!

STAND

GOSPEL

Matthew 7:15-29
Faith is only as strong as the truth on which it rests. Only faith built on Christ, the Rock, can withstand
the storms of evil unleashed by our world.

“Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are
ravenous wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. You do not gather grapes from thorn
bushes or figs from thistles, do you? 17 So then, every good tree produces good fruit, but a bad tree
produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot produce bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot produce good
fruit. 19 Every tree that does not produce good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 So then,
by their fruit you will recognize them. 21 Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the
kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to
me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and drive out demons in your name
and perform many miracles in your name? 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you.
Depart from me, you evildoers.’

24 “Everyone who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his
house on bedrock. 25 The rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against
that house. But it did not fall, because it was founded on bedrock. 26 Everyone who hears these
words of mine but does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The
rain came down, the rivers rose, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell —it
was completely destroyed.”

28When Jesus finished speaking these words, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 29 because
he taught them as one who had authority, and not like their experts in the law.



APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Be Seated

CHILDREN’S SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: 403, “I Know My Faith Is Founded”
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Text: Erdmann Neumeister, 1671-1756: tr. composite.
Tune: NUN LOB, MEIN SEEL (78 78 76 76 76 76) Concentus novi, Augsburg, 1540, alt.

SERMON

Text: Romans 3:21-25a,27-28
Theme: “Alien Righteousness Is Distinctive Because It Works”

Stand
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WE PRAISE You, O GOD
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Father of majesty unbounded, your glorious, true, and on-ly Son,
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OFFERING
Please take a moment to fill in the Friendship Register in the pew.

The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is also
used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our
fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any gifts
freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom.

Stand

LoRrD, HAVE MERCY
M: Inthe morning, O Lord, I call to you; be merciful to me and hear my prayer.
C: Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

A LITANY FOR THE CHURCH

M: Almighty God, giver of all things, with gladness we give thanks for all your goodness. We bless
you for the love with which you created us and by which you sustain us from day to day. We
praise you for the gift of your Son, our Savior, through whom you have made known to us your
will and grace. We thank you for the Holy Spirit, the Comforter; for your Holy Church; for the
means of grace; for the encouraging example of the fruits of faith your Spirit produces in the
lives of believers; and for the hope of the life to come. Help us treasure in our hearts all that
our Lord has done for us, and enable us to show our thankfulness with lives that are wholly
given to your service:

C: Hear us, good Lord.

M: Serve and defend your whole Church, purchased with the precious blood of Christ. Give it
pastors and ministers filled with your Spirit, and strengthen it through the Word and the holy
sacraments. Make it perfect in love and in all good works, and establish it in the faith delivered
to the saints. Sanctify and unite your people in all the world, that one holy Church may bear
witness to you, the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of all:

C: Hear us, good Lord.

M: Give your wisdom and heavenly grace to all pastors and to those who hold office in your
Church that, by their faithful service, faith may abound and your kingdom increase:

C: Hear us, good Lord.

(Continued on Next Page)

13



: Send the light of your truth into all the earth. Raise up faithful servants of Christ to labor in the
gospel both at home and in distant lands:

Hear us, good Lord.

In mercy strengthen the younger churches and support them in times of trial. Make them
steadfast, abounding in the work of the Lord, and let their faith and zeal for the gospel refresh
and renew the witness of your people everywhere:

Hear us, good Lord.

Preserve our nation in justice and honor, that we may lead peaceful lives of integrity. Grant
health and favor to all who hold office in our land, especially to President Biden, Governor
Youngkin, and all those who make, administer, and judge our laws, and help them serve all
citizens according to your holy will:

Hear us, good Lord.

: Sanctify our homes with your presence and joy. Keep our children in the covenant of their
baptisms, and enable their parents to train them in lives of faith and devotion. By the spirit of
affection and service, unite the members of all families, that they may show your praise in our
land and in all the world:

Hear us, good Lord.

Let your blessing rest on the seedtime and harvest, the commerce and industry, the leisure
and rest, the arts and culture of our people. Take under your special protection those whose
work is difficult or dangerous, and be with all who lay their hands to any useful task:

Hear us, good Lord.

: Comfort with the grace of your Holy Spirit all who are in sorrow or need, sickness or adversity.
Remember those who suffer persecution for the faith. Have mercy on those to whom death
draws near. Bring consolation to those in sorrow or mourning. And to all grant a measure of
your love, taking them into your tender care:

Hear us, good Lord.

: We remember in thanksgiving those who have loved and served you in your Church on earth,
who now rest from their labors. Keep us in fellowship with all your saints, and bring us at last
to the joy of your heavenly kingdom:

Hear us, good Lord.

(Continued on Next Page)
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M: All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us, Father, for the sake of him
who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with you in unity with the Holy Spirit, one

God forever.
C: Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For the

kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

M: Letus praise the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

BLESSING
M: The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy

Spirit be with you all.

C: Amen.

BE SEATED
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CLOSING HYMN: 293, “God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage”
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Trinity Lutheran Church
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA
Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: AdminAssistant@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge

Fellowship Opportunities This Summer: “Chosen” Nights

On most Wednesday nights this summer, everyone is welcome to potluck suppers that will start at 6.
Beverages and tableware will be provided; please bring a dish to pass if you can. After supper we will watch
an episode of the acclaimed series, “The Chosen,” which tells the story of Jesus through the eyes of those
who followed him. A little discussion time will follow the show.

The remaining “Chosen” nights are June 28; July 12 and 26; August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30.
Speak to Pastor if you have any questions.

Join the Trinity Book Club at 9am this Saturday, July 1, at Cuppi Coffee in Dumfries.
We'll discuss Code Name Edelweiss by Stephanie Landsem. Contact Rachel Kovaciny with any questions.

Wine and Word Bible Study — Thursday, July 6

The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1*t and 3™ Thursdays from 7-8:30pm. We are
studying the book of Revelation with Larry Kovaciny as our guide. Those who wish can bring a bottle of
wine and small bite appetizer. Come and join us whether you drink wine or not! Contact Dawn at 703-615-
9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.

VBS Donation Board

There is a board in the narthex listing items we need to make this year's VBS a success! Some items are
loans and will be returned after VBS, and some items are donations that will be used up and not returned.
Please take the sticky note for any item you wish to contribute. All donations and loans must be dropped
off in the big classroom by July 9th.

Small Choir

Trinity’s small choir sings once a month during Worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from
our hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know.
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- Vacation Bible School

It's time to register for this year's VBS, which will be held here at Trinity July 17-21 from 9:00-11:30 am.
Come join us for a Stellar VBS where kids will have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the world. We're looking
forward to sharing God's Word, singing songs, making crafts, playing games, and of course, having some
awesome snacks together. VBS is for kids ages 3 (and potty trained) to those entering 6th grade in the fall.
Please register here: https://vbspro.events/p/events/trinity2023 or scan the QR Code below

If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer, please contact Erika Ohlendorf
(erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com). Kids entering 7th grade and older may volunteer as helpers.

Help Needed with New Mover Welcome Packages

Each month Trinity delivers welcome care packages to new residents in our nearby neighborhood. We have
a dedicated but small crew undertaking this project. If you would like to help, either providing care packages
or delivering them, please speak to pastor. We are trying to make friends, inviting contact with as many
new neighbors as possible, but need more help. Thank you for considering.

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed

A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius. You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Matt Popelier. If you are not getting the emails for Sign-
Up Genius, please email admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org

Our Little Free Library
Our Little Free Library always welcomes donations of books and food! If the library outside is full, you can
place donations in the white plastic bin in the Fellowship Hall right beside the door to the hallway.

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members

If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere
else you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a
date, time, and place, and he will make it work
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It is the mission of
triNity
LUTHERAN
CHURCH

to glorify God

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word

to Woodbridge and to the world.

& WELS

Christ’s Love, Our Calling

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran
Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as
well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. We
are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional
Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world.
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