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May 21, 2023 
 

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his Word 
and sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness with our prayers, 
praise, and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us today! 
 

• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  
 

• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the Fellowship 
Hall or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back corner classroom of the building, 
connected to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship 
service. Also, please do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating 
anything. We want to make you feel welcome.   

 
 
 
 
Serving the Lord and Serving Us:  
Pastor: Rev. Paul Jenkins 
 

 

Today’s Focus:   Our Lord Jesus returns to his Father’s side to bless us from above. As we confess his salvation to 
the world, he works all for the good of his Church while he also builds our mansions. We follow a special order of 
service in which seven brief Ascension devotions replace the sermon.  
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We Come into the Presence of God 
 

PASTOR’S GREETING AND INTRODUCTION TO WORSHIP 
 
MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 
Stand 
 

HYMN 8:30: 171 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”   
11:00:  Sunday School Sings: “God our Father, Hear Your Children” 

 
 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Stand 
 

Invocation  
 

M:  In the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C: Amen. 
 

Confession 
 
 
M:  Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the  

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.  
 
C:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. For faithless worrying and selfish  

pride, for sins of habit and sins of choice, for the evil I have done and the good I have 
failed to do, you should cast me away from your presence forever. O Lord, I am sorry for 
my sins. Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake.  

 
M:  Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God made us alive  

in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ through his called 
servant: I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.  

 
C:  Amen.  
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M:  Let us pray. Lord Jesus, King of glory, on the day of your ascension you rose far above the 

heavens and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, but grant 
us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we may be your witnesses in 
all the world; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  

 
C:  Amen.  
 

 
Be Seated 
 
 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST DEVOTION AND LESSON 
 

Acts 1:1-11 
I wrote my first book, Theophilus, about everything Jesus began doing and teaching 2 until the day 
he was taken up, after he had given instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had 
chosen. 3 After he had suffered, he presented himself alive to the apostles with many convincing 
proofs. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and told them things about the kingdom 
of God.  
 
4 Once, when he was eating with them, he commanded them, “Do not depart from Jerusalem, but 
wait for what the Father promised, which you heard from me. 5 For John baptized with water, but 
you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”  
 
6 So when they were together with him, they asked, “Lord, is this the time when you are going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?”  
 
7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or seasons that the Father has set by his own 
authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
 
9 After he said these things, he was taken up while they were watching, and a cloud took him out 
of their sight. 10 They were looking intently into the sky as he went away. Suddenly, two men in 
white clothes stood beside them. 11 They said, “Men of Galilee, why are you standing here looking 
up into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come back in 
the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  
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SEASONAL VERSE 
 

M:   Alleluia! Alleluia! Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! “Surely I will be with you 
always , to the very end of the age.” Alleluia! (Matthew 28:20b) 

 
 

SECOND DEVOTION AND LESSON 
 

Colossians 2:6-15 
Therefore, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to walk in him, 7 by being rooted and 
built up in him, and strengthened in the faith just as you were taught, while you overflow in 
faith with thanksgiving.  
 
8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, which are in accord 
with human tradition, namely, the basic principles of the world, but not in accord with Christ. 9 For 
all the fullness of God’s being dwells bodily in Christ. 10 And you have been brought to fullness in 
him. Christ is the head over every ruler and authority. 11 You were also circumcised in him, with a 
circumcision not done by human hands, in the putting off of the body of flesh, in the circumcision 
of Christ, 12 when you were buried with Christ in baptism. And in baptism you were also raised 
with him through the faith worked by the God who raised Christ from the dead.  
 
13 Even when you were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, God made 
you alive with Christ by forgiving us all our trespasses. 14 God erased the record of our debt 
brought against us by his legal demands. This record stood against us, but he took it away by 
nailing it to the cross. 15 After disarming the rulers and authorities, he made a public display of 
them by triumphing over them in Christ.  
 
 

STAND 

 
NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 

and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 

He suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 

He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Be Seated 

 

THIRD DEVOTION AND LESSON 
          

Ephesians 1:15-23 
This is why, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16 I 
never stop giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep praying that the God 
of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, will give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation in 
knowing Christ fully. 18 I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you may know 
the hope to which he has called you, just how rich his glorious inheritance among the saints 
is, 19 and just how surpassingly great his power is for us who believe. 20 It is as great as the working 
of his mighty strength, which God worked in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated 
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, 21 far above all rule, authority, power, and dominion, 
and above every name that is given, not only in this age but also in the one to come. 22 God also 
placed all things under his feet and made him head over everything for the church. 23 The church 
is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in every way. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: 173 “On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build” 
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FOURTH DEVOTION AND LESSON    

 
Luke 24:44-53 
He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you: Everything 
must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets, and the Psalms.”  
 
45 Then he opened their minds to understand the Scriptures. 46 He said to them, “This is what is 
written and so it must be: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and 
repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning from 
Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 Look, I am sending you what my Father 
promised. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.”  
 
50 He led them out as far as the vicinity of Bethany. He lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 And 
while he was blessing them, he parted from them and was taken up into heaven. 52 So they 
worshipped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 They were continually in the temple 
courts, praising and blessing God. Amen.   
 

 
OFFERING 

Please take a moment to sign the Friendship Register in the pew.  
 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our 
offerings is also used for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission 
work carried out by our fellowship, the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are 
under no obligation to give, but any gifts freely given are welcome and will be put to work in service 
to God’s kingdom. 

 
Stand 

 
FIFTH DEVOTION AND LESSON 

 
John 14:1-7 
“Do not let your heart be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house are 
many mansions. If it were not so, I would have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and take you to be with me, so that you may 
also be where I am. 4 You know where I am going, and you know the way.”  
 
5 “Lord, we don’t know where you are going,” Thomas replied, “so how can we know the way?”  
6 Jesus said to him, “I am the Way and the Truth and the Life. No one comes to the Father, except 
through me. 7 If you know me, you would also know my Father. From now on you do know him 
and have seen him.”  
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Stand 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

M:  Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power and glory and 
now reign as eternal King of kings and Lord of lords.  

C:  We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell.  

M:  O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love 
for all the world.  

C:  Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts.  

M:  O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs. 
Defend us against Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday 
lives.  

C:  Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf.  

M:  O ascended King, direct the affairs of government and nations that they may serve the best 
interest of your Church.  

C:  You are our Lord, Master, and King.  

Special prayers  

M:  As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for your 
coming again in glory.  

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen.  

 

 LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever.  Amen. 
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SIXTH DEVOTION AND LESSON 

John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 Every branch in me that does not bear fruit, 
he is going to cut off. And he prunes every branch that does bear fruit, so that it will bear more 
fruit.  

3 “You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4 Remain in me, and I am going 
to remain in you. A branch cannot bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Likewise, you 
cannot bear fruit unless you remain in me.  

5 “I am the Vine; you are the branches. The one who remains in me and I in him is the one who 
bears much fruit, because without me you can do nothing. 6 If anyone does not remain in me, he 
is thrown away like a branch and withers. Such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and 
burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8 My Father is glorified by this: that you continue to bear much fruit and prove to 
be my disciples.”  

Stand 

THE SACRAMENT   
 

M:   The Lord be with you. 
 
C:    And also with you. 
 
M:   Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the 
heavenly realms and placed all things under his feet for the benefit of the Church. Now have 
come the salvation and the power and kingdom of our God and the authority of his Christ. To 
him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise and thanks and honor and glory for ever 
and ever. 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M.   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is my body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
(+) is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  Amen. 
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 O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 
 
Be Seated  
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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Hymn:  310 “I Come, O Savior, to Your Table” (verses 1-5) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Stand 
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THANK THE LORD 

 
 
 

M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may glorify 
you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long for his coming 
again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the pledge of your forgiveness 
may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 
C:  Amen. 
 
M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  

 
C:  Amen. 

 
Be Seated  
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SEVENTH DEVOTION AND LESSON 
 
Revelation 21:1-5 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, because the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. And the sea no longer existed. 2 And I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down 
out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  
 
3 And from the throne I heard a loud voice that said, “Look! God’s dwelling is with people. He will 
dwell with them, and they will be his people. God himself will be with them, and he will be their 
God. 4 He will wipe away every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or sorrow or 
crying or pain, because the former things have passed away.”  
 
5 The one who was seated on the throne said to me, “Look, I am making everything new!” He also 
said, “Write, for these words are trustworthy and true.”  
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CLOSING HYMN: 11:00:  171 “A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing”   
8:30:  Sunday School Sings: “God our Father, Hear Your Children” 
 

 
 

(Continued on Next Page) 
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Trinity Lutheran Church 

12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 
Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807 

Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: AdminAssistant@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320 
Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 
 

Sunday Sundae -  TODAY!  
To celebrate a successful Sunday School year, immediately following the second service (approximately 
noon), the Sunday School students and the congregation are invited to Lake Ridge Park (Cedar Pavilion) to 
enjoy provided ice cream sundaes.  The pavilion has been reserved for the day.  Bring your own picnic lunch 
and enjoy the amenities of the park. 

 
Summer Worship Schedule Starts Next Week 
Beginning next Sunday, May 28 there will be a single worship service at 10. Bible class and Sunday School 
will break for the summer. The “normal” schedule will resume on September 10, the Sunday after Labor 
Day. 
 

Fellowship Opportunities This Summer: “Chosen” Nights 
On most Wednesday nights this summer, everyone is welcome to potluck suppers that will start at 6. 
Beverages and tableware will be provided; please bring a dish to pass if you can. After supper we will watch 
an episode of the acclaimed series, “The Chosen,” which tells the story of Jesus through the eyes of those 
who followed him. A little discussion time will follow the show.  
 

The “Chosen” nights will be: June 21 and 28; July 12 and 26; August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30. 
Speak to Pastor if you have any questions. 
 

Wine and Word Bible Study – Thursday, July 6 
The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7-8:30pm.  We are 
studying the book of Revelation with Larry Kovaciny as our guide.  Those who wish can bring a bottle of 
wine and small bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  Contact Dawn at 703-615-
9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.   
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Vacation Bible School  
It's time to register for this year's VBS, which will be held here at Trinity July 17-21 from 9:00-11:30 am. 
Come join us for a Stellar VBS where kids will have a blast shining Jesus’ light to the world. We're looking 
forward to sharing God's Word, singing songs, making crafts, playing games, and of course, having some 
awesome snacks together. VBS is for kids ages 3 (and potty trained) to those entering 6th grade in the fall. 
Please register here: https://vbspro.events/p/events/trinity2023  or scan the QR Code below 

 
If you have any questions, or would like to volunteer, please contact Erika Ohlendorf 
(erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com). Kids entering 7th grade and older may volunteer as helpers.  
 

Excess Offerings Team 

From Trinity’s President Steve Proksch: Trinity was blessed with an abundance of financial offerings 
beyond our actual expenses in 2022.  Anyone in the congregation may contact the treasurer, Mr. Jim 
Strock, if they would like to participate on the team to help decide what to do with Trinity’s surplus funds. 
This could include additional support to world missions, helping other WELS churches in need, or 
adjusting Trinity’s financial investments.    
 

Small Choir 
Trinity’s small choir sings once a month during Worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from 
our hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know. 
 

Help Needed with New Mover Welcome Packages 
Each month Trinity delivers welcome care packages to new residents in our nearby neighborhood. We have 
a dedicated but small crew undertaking this project. If you would like to help, either providing care packages 
or delivering them, please speak to pastor. We are trying to make friends, inviting contact with as many 
new neighbors as possible, but need more help. Thank you for considering. 

 
  

https://vbspro.events/p/events/trinity2023
mailto:erika.ohlendorf@gmail.com
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Youth Activities Coming This Summer – Update! 

Camp Chi Rho will take place July 24-28, 2023. The location is moving from Elk Neck, MD to Shenandoah 
River State Park. This new location is more centralized and has more comfortable accommodations (A/C 
cabin rooms) while still maintaining the possibility to tent camp. And, who can pass up the world class 
finishing in the Shenandoah River? The cost will be roughly $25 a night. Camp Chi Rho is for kids finishing 
grades 4-8. Kids finishing grades 9-12 can attend as "counselors." Full information and registration is now 
up at campchirho.org. Please remember that a kind offer has been made by an anonymous donor at 
Trinity to pay the way for a kid to attend. If you’d like to take advantage of this offer, please speak to 
pastor and he’ll put you in touch! 
 
The next regional youth rally, for students finishing grades 8-12, is planned for July 10-13, 2023 at Slippery 
Rock University (50 minutes north of Pittsburgh). The overall theme will center on relationships (with God, 
with others, and with ourselves). More detailed information will be available in the coming months.   
 

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Matt Popelier.  If you are not getting the emails for Sign-
Up Genius, please email admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org   

 
Our Little Free Library  
Our Little Free Library always welcomes donations of books and food!  If the library outside is full, you can 
place donations in the white plastic bin in the Fellowship Hall right beside the door to the hallway.  
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity, Pastor would be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere 
else you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a 
date, time, and place, and he will make it work 
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It is the mission of 
 
 

 
 

to glorify God 

 
 

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 
 

to Woodbridge and to the world. 
 

 
 
 
 

Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran 
Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving in all fifty of the United States, as 
well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 foreign countries through world mission work. We 
are united in faith and teaching with the other churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional 
Evangelical Lutheran Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world. 


