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An Explanation of Our Communion Practice 

 

 

 
Today we are celebrating the Lord’s Supper, which is a wonderful gift from our gracious God. In his Word, 

God teaches that Christians need a proper understanding of the Lord’s Supper before receiving it (1 

Corinthians 11:27-29). He also tells us that Christians should be completely united before communing 

together (1 Corinthians 10:17). Therefore, we ask that only members of our fellowship (The Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod and, worldwide, The Confessional Evangelical Lutheran Conference) commune 

at Trinity.  

We do want everyone to commune with us. So that everything may be done decently and in good order (1 

Corinthians 14:40), we ask for the opportunity to verify that we are united in our beliefs based on God’s 

Word, and then to celebrate that unity publicly in the Sacrament. If you would like to learn more, please 

speak to Pastor. Thank you for your understanding of our belief and practice. 
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• Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship! In our service we receive God’s grace through his 

Word and sacraments. As he works to strengthen our faith in Jesus, we respond to his goodness 
with our prayers, praise, and offerings. We are glad to be here and glad that you have joined us 
today! 

 

• Restrooms are located in the main hallway, narthex, and back classrooms.  
 

• If you wish to step out of the service to calm your child, please feel welcome to use the fellowship 
hall or the Toddler Sunday School Room (located in the back-corner classroom of the building, 
connected to the Fellowship Hall). Both of these rooms have televisions showing the worship 
service. Also, please do not hesitate to ask an usher or any member if you need help locating 
anything. We want to make you feel welcome.  

 
 
Serving the Lord and Serving Us:  
Pastor: Rev. Paul Jenkins 
 
Service Volunteers: 
Usher:    8:30:  Timothy Bellott 
  11:00: Lawrence Kovaciny 
 
Jr. Usher:  8:30:  
                    11:00: Daniel Kovaciny 
 
Keyboard Operator: 8:30am:  Sandee Clay 
                                      11:00am: Erika Ohlendorf  
 
Livestream Producer:  Jack Proksch        
 
Today’s Focus:  Christians boast humbly in the Lord. We are humble in ourselves and what we deserve, 
recognizing that every good thing comes to us from God’s gracious hand. His goodness to us is our only true 
source of pride. Our worship follows Service of Word and Sacrament.. 
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We Come into the Presence of God 
 

MUSICAL INTRODUCTION  
This is an opportunity to quiet your mind and heart and prepare for the joy of worshipping your God. 
 

OPENING HYMN: 221, “Blessed Jesus, at Your Word”  

 
 
 
Stand 
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INVOCATION  

 
Minister:  The grace of our Lord (+) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 

fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you. 
 
Congregation:   And also with you. 

 
 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent hearts. 
 Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 
 
C:  Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have disobeyed 
 you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what is 
 good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly sorry 
 for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on me, a 
 sinner. 
 
M:  God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
 atoning sacrifice for our sins. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 
 forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (+) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  
 
C:  Amen.  

 
 

LORD, HAVE MERCY - KYRIE 
 

M:  For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear 
 our prayer, O Lord. 
 
C:  Lord, have mercy.  
 
M:  For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage 
 to stand firm against the assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Christ. 
 
C:  Christ, have mercy.  
 
M:  For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their 
 worship and praise, hear our prayer, O Lord.  
 
C: Lord, have mercy.  
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M:  Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your 
 tender care.  
 
C:  Amen.  

 

M: The works of the Lord are great and glorious; his name is worthy of praise. 
 

 

O LORD, OUR LORD 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M:  Let us pray. O Lord Jesus Christ, preserve the congregation of believers with your never-failing 
mercy. Help us avoid whatever is wicked and harmful, and guide us in the way that leads to 
our salvation; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
C:  Amen. 
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Be Seated 

 

THE WORD 
 
FIRST LESSON  
 

PROVERBS 25:6-7 
 Self-exultation is harmful to our relationships with other people and with God 
 
Do not honor yourself in a king’s presence.  
Do not stand in a place reserved for great people,  
7 because it is better to be told, “Come up here,”  
than for you to be humiliated before a ruler  
    whom your eyes have seen.  
 

PSALM OF THE DAY: 119A 
Read responsively 
 

M:  Blessed are they whose ways are blameless,  
 
C:  who walk according to the law of the LORD.  
 
M:  Blessed are they who keep his statutes  
 
C:  and seek him with all their heart.  
 
M:  You have laid down precepts  
 
C:  that are to be fully obeyed.  
 
M:  Oh, that my ways were steadfast  
 
C: In obeying your decrees!  
 
M:  Then I would not be put to shame  
 
C:  when I consider all your commands.  
 
M:  I will praise you with an upright heart,  
 
C:  as I lean on your righteous laws. 
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SECOND LESSON AND SERMON TEXT 
 

JAMES 2:1-13 
My brothers, have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ without showing favoritism. 2 For 
example, suppose a man enters your worship assembly wearing gold rings and fine clothing, and 
a poor man also enters wearing filthy clothing. 3 If you look with favor on the man wearing fine 
clothing and say, “Sit here in this good place,” but you tell the poor man, “Stand over there” or “Sit 
down here at my feet,” 4 have you not made a distinction among yourselves and become judges 
with evil opinions? 5 Listen, my dear brothers, has not God chosen those who are poor in the world 
to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom, which he promised to those who love him? 6 But 
you dishonored the poor man. Don’t the rich oppress you, and don’t they drag you into 
court? 7 Aren’t they the ones who blaspheme the noble name that was pronounced over 
you? 8 However, if you really fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture: “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing well. 9 But if you show favoritism, you are committing a sin, 
since you are convicted by this law as transgressors.  
 
10 In fact, whoever keeps the whole law but stumbles in one point has become guilty of breaking 
all of it. 11 For the one who said, “Do not commit adultery,” also said, “Do not commit murder.” Now 
if you do not commit adultery, but you do commit murder, you have become a transgressor of the 
law. 12 So speak and act as those who are going to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For there will 
be judgment without mercy on the one who has not shown mercy. Mercy triumphs over judgment.  
 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY 
 
M:  Alleluia! Your words became a joy to me, and the delight of my heart. Alleluia! (Jeremiah 15:16) 
 

Stand 
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GOSPEL  
 

Luke 14:1, 7-14 
To learn true humility, watch and listen to Jesus closely. 
 
One Sabbath day, when Jesus went into the house of a leader of the Pharisees to eat bread, they 
were watching him closely.  
 
7 When he noticed how they were selecting the places of honor, he told the invited guests a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not recline in the place of 
honor, or perhaps someone more distinguished than you may have been invited by him. 9 The 
one who invited both of you may come and tell you, ‘Give this man your place.’ Then you will 
begin, with shame, to take the lowest place.  
 
10 “But when you are invited, go and recline in the lowest place, so that when the one who invited 
you comes, he will tell you, ‘Friend, move up to a higher place.’ Then you will have honor in the 
presence of all who are reclining at the table with you.  
 
11 “Yes, everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be 
exalted.”  
 
12 He also said to the one who had invited him, “When you make a dinner or a supper, do not 
invite your friends, or your brothers, or your relatives, or rich neighbors, so that perhaps they 
may also return the favor and pay you back.  
 

13 “But when you make a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be 
blessed, because they cannot repay you. Certainly, you will be repaid in the resurrection of the 
righteous.”  
 
M:  The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
C:  Praise be to you, O Christ! 

 
 
Be Seated 
 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE:  “Let Jesus Raise You Up” 
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  345, “In the Cross of Christ I Glory” 

 

 
 
SERMON    
 

TEXT:         James 2:1-13 
Theme: “Let’s Keep our Palms Up – and Noses Down” 
 

 
Stand 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, 
and became fully human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
Be Seated  
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OFFERING  
PLEASE TAKE A MOMENT TO SIGN THE FRIENDSHIP REGISTRY LOCATED IN THE PEW. 

 
The members of Trinity make joyful offerings to support this church’s ministry. A portion of our offerings is also used 
for the training of future pastors and teachers, and the worldwide mission work carried out by our fellowship, the 
Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod. Our guests are under no obligation to give, but any gifts freely given are 
welcome and will be put to work in service to God’s kingdom. 

 
Stand 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 

M: Almighty God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we praise you for reconciling us to yourself 

through the sufferings and death of your dear Son. Through him we have confidence to enter 

your presence and to being you our prayers and petitions.  

Out of the infinite bounty of your goodness, grant us a rich measure of your Spirit. Let the hope 

of Christ fill your Church, so that it may flourish in all good works. Help us show love and 

compassion for all who are in need. Bestow on the nations of the earth the knowledge of your 

mercy, that they may turn to you, the only God, and find salvation in you.  

Strengthen our faith so that we come to you in prayer for all our bodily needs. Give a special 

measure of your power to those who are sorrowful or mourning, to those who are in pain or 

sickness, to those who may be in temptation or peril, that they may receive your blessed aid. 

And help us patiently endure any afflictions you permit to come into our lives, knowing that 

you are using them in love to prepare us for that joyful communion with you, which is for all 

eternity.  

Accept our prayers, and provide for all our needs not because we are worthy but for the sake 

of Jesus our Savior. Amen.  

 

Special prayers  

 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

C:   Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins, as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT   
 

M:   The Lord be with you. 
 
C:    And also with you. 
 
M:   Lift up your hearts. 
 
C:    We lift them up to the Lord. 
 
M:   Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 
C:   It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 
M:  Praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In love he has blessed us with every 

spiritual blessing. He sends his Holy Spirit to testify that we are his children and to strengthen 
us when we are weak. Now have come the salvation and the power and the kingdom of our 
God and the authority of his Christ. To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be praise 
and thanks and honor and glory for ever and ever. 

 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

M.   Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this (+) is 
my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 

 
  Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this (+) is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 
forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
M.  The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
 
C:  Amen. 
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 O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD 

 
 

Be Seated  
 

DISTRIBUTION 
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HYMN:  486, “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us”  
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STAND 
 

THANK THE LORD 
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M:  Hear the prayer of your people, O Lord, that the lips which have praised you here may 
glorify you in the world, that the eyes which have seen the coming of your Son may long 
for his coming again, and that all who have received in his true body and blood the 
pledge of your forgiveness may be restored to live a new and holy life, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

 
C:  Amen. 

 
 

M:  Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord 
with gladness. 

 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (+) give you peace.  
 

 C:  Amen. 
 
 
Be Seated  
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CLOSING HYMN:  259, “When All Your Mercies, O My God”  
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Trinity Lutheran Church 
12345 Cotton Mill Drive, Woodbridge, VA 

Pastor Paul Jenkins: revpauljenkins@yahoo.com, (309) 433-5807 
Dawn Knox Administrative Assistant: AdminAssistant@TrinityofWoodbridge.org, (703) 615-9320 

Find us online at www.TrinityofWoodbridge.org 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/trinityofwoodbridge 

 
 

Sunday School & Adult Bible Class  
Adult Bible class & Sunday School meets between services.  The adult Bible Class is focusing on St. Mark’s 
Gospel. Other topics through the spring of 2023 will include “My Brother’s Keeper” (Biblical strategies for 
Christians to reach out to family and friends straying from their Savior) and “The Armor of God.” 
 

NVCC Charity Drive  
Throughout the month of September there is drive is to help expecting and parenting students of 
Northern Virginia Community Colleges. Items of particular need include books, clothes, and toys for kids; 
gas and grocery gift cards; Target and Amazon gift cards; diapers and pull-ups (especially larger sizes like 
2T-3T or size 6). Collection bags can be found in the Narthex. If you have any questions about this effort, 
please speak to Dawn Knox. Thank you! 
 

Third Annual Trunk or Treat on Its Way 
Our next outreach effort will be Trinity's Third Annual Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 22, from 3-
4pm in Trinity's parking lot. If you'd like to host a trunk, please let pastor know so we have a rough idea of 
how many people will be helping out. If you'd like to help but cannot make it for the event, please 
consider donating some extra candy to hand out. If you have any questions, please speak to pastor. 

 
Wine and Word Bible Study: Ten Commandments of Bible Interpretation 
Thursday, 10/6 
The Wine and Word Bible Study meets at the home of Bruce and Dawn Knox. Their home is located just 5 
minutes from the church in Old Bridge Estates. We meet the 1st and 3rd Thursdays from 7-8:30pm.  We are 
studying “The Ten Commandments of Bible Interpretation” with Larry Kovaciny as our guide.  Those who 
wish can bring a bottle of wine and small bite appetizer.  Come and join us whether you drink wine or not!  
Contact Dawn at 703-615-9320 or dawn.f.knox@gmail.com to RSVP.   
  

about:blank
mailto:AdminAssistant@TrinityofWoodbridge.org
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:dawn.f.knox@gmail.com
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Bible Basics Class Starting Soon 
Bible Basics class will be offered again on five Saturdays in October and November. Bible Basics is not a 
membership class, but it can lead in that direction. Its main purpose is to introduce people with little or no 
Bible knowledge to the basic, central truths of God's Word in 30 minute lessons. Here are the dates of the 
classes. Each session will be held at Trinity at noon, with free lunch provided. Registration will be open 
through October 19: 
Saturday, October 22: How is Jesus Christ, and Why Should I Care? 
Saturday, October 29: What Does God Want from Me? 
Saturday, November 5: How Could a Loving God Be Running Such a Messed Up World? 
Saturday, November 12: With So Many Ideas about God, How Do I Know What to Believe? 
Saturday, November 19: Why Would I Ever Want to Join a Church? 

 
Small Choir 
Trinity’s small choir sings once a month during Worship. Anyone is welcome to join! We'll sing hymns from 
our hymnal, Christian Worship. If you are interested in joining, please let John or Erika Ohlendorf know. 
 

Help Needed with New Mover Welcome Packages 

Each month Trinity delivers welcome care packages to new residents in our nearby neighborhood. We have 
a dedicated but small crew undertaking this project. If you would like to help, either providing care packages 
or delivering them, please speak to pastor. We are trying to make friends, inviting contact with as many 
new neighbors as possible, but need more help. Thank you for considering. 
 

Ushers and Usher Assistants Needed 
A sign-up sheet is sent via email through Sign-up Genius.  You are welcome to fill in as many Sundays as you 
are available. If you would like to become part of the regular rotation of ushers, or even just fill in once in a 
while when needed, please speak to Worship Elder Matt Popelier.  If you are not getting the emails for Sign-
Up Genius, please email admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org   
 

Our Little Free Library  
Our Little Free Library always welcomes donations of books and food!  If the library outside is full, you can 
place donations in the white plastic bin in the Fellowship Hall right beside the door to the hallway.  
 

Lord’s Supper Available to All Members 
If you are a confirmed member of Trinity and waiting to return to the sanctuary for worship, Pastor would 
be happy to commune you at home, or anywhere else you would like to meet. Just contact him at (309) 
433-5807 or revpauljenkins@yahoo.com with a date, time, and place, and he will make it work. 

  

mailto:admin@trinityofwoodbridge.org
mailto:revpauljenkins@yahoo.com
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It is the mission of 

 

 
 

to glorify God 
 

by growing in His Word and by going with His Word 
 

to Woodbridge and to the world. 
 

 

 
 
Trinity Lutheran Church is part of a group of nearly 1,300 churches called the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving 
in all fifty of the United States, as well as in Mexico and Canada. The WELS also serves over 26 
foreign countries through world mission work. We are united in faith and teaching with the other 
churches of the WELS as well as the members of the Confessional Evangelical Lutheran 
Conference, consisting of 21 confessional Lutheran church bodies throughout the world. 


